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“Come to the Table, son”         

The Parable of the Prodigal Son 

By Kelvin Redmile 

 

When I was 17 I thought I understood this parable completely. It’s the story of 

a sinner whose sin lands him in pig-swill; he comes to his senses and genuinely 

repents of his sin against God, his father and his family and returns home to a 

father who is looking out for him, ready to forgive. 

When I was 34 I thought I understood this parable completely. It’s the story of 

a sinner whose sin lands him in pig-swill; he comes to his senses and works out 

that if he goes home ‘tail between legs’ with a well-practiced line about being 

sorry etc. etc. he may be able to have some decent food and work as a servant.  

The father runs to forgive him and re-instate him into the family, interrupting 

the son’s well-rehearsed political speech. 

When I was 51 I thought I understood this parable completely. It’s the story of 

a sinner whose sin lands him in pig-swill; and he comes to his senses. His 

motives are mixed; life has dealt him fortune and loss, some of it is his own 

fault but he feels a victim of friends who were more interested in fun and his 

money than him. There is a sense in which he feels he has let his family down 

and himself down and returning home appears the best option for his future. 

So, there is a mix; a bit of Godly sorrow, sorry it’s happened this way and a 

faint hope that there is a pathway back to his family, if only as a servant. 

When I was 61 I thought I understood this parable completely. The younger 

son is a picture of the gentiles, the prostitutes and sinners who Jesus mixed 

with and the older son is a picture of the Jews. One comes back home with his 

tail between his legs, knowing he is not entitled, and the other one won’t come 

into the home because he really, really knows he has done everything right; 

apart from respecting the love the Father has for both sons! 

Today, “I wake up and smell the coffee” and understand it in another way! I 

see the Father’s joy at the return of the younger son who comes back. Perhaps 

he wasn’t bothered about what the son had done, whether he still had any of 

the inheritance left or not. The ring, the coat, the celebratory banquet were all 
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How Does love Work?  

A four year old child whose next door neighbour was an elderly 

gentleman who had recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry,  

the little boy went into the old gentleman's garden, climbed onto  

his knee , and just sat there. 

When his Mother asked what he had said to the neighbour ,  

the little boy said , 'Nothing , I just helped him cry' 

there for this son whom he thought was dead and is alive, whom he thought 

was lost but is found.  He also wanted his older son to enjoy the banquet, as 

well: “Come to the table my son, you are always with me and everything I have 

is yours.” 

When we land in the pig-swill of life through our own fault or just 

circumstance, we often come to our senses. However, the real change starts to 

take place when we are back home at the Father’s table. Here, his love and 

mercy help us come to terms with the challenges we face in our life because of 

the choices we make. 

This applies whether we identify with the younger son and know we have 

messed up big style or whether we identify with the older son and (in delusion) 

think on balance we have done everything right. 

Come to the table and see in His eyes 
The love that the Father has spoken 
And know you are welcome, whatever your crime 
For every commandment you've broken 
For He's come to love you and not to condemn 
And He offers a pardon of peace 
If you'll come to the table, you'll feel in your heart 
The greatest forgiveness, the greatest release 

 

Songwriters: MICHAEL J. CARD,NILES ILES BOROP© Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC,Peermusic Publishing, 

Warner/Chappell Music, Inc.For non-commercial use only. 
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TCHOUMOU TALES...Oct. 2018 

How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news.  
Romans 10 v15b 

 
Dear Friends, 
 As you all go into autumn, it’s time to give you a roundup of our 
summer.  
Fidel  has been home-based as Yvette has been away on and off over 
the summer. He has spent time preparing and preaching locally. 
Yvette has been especially busy with 4 camps and a national camp to 
attend. It started with 2 children’s camps in July with a 3 day break 
between them. The first was here in Sassandra with 40 children. The 
second 7 hours away, in Grabo, where we had 105 children. At both 
camps I was with the teenagers. We had good discussions on issues 
they face in school as well as teaching the Gospel through the 
Wordless Book. Sara and Esther attended both camps. 
Unfortunately, I was ill with malaria afterwards so it wasn’t easy 
finishing preparation for the 2 ladies’ camps. The first was in SOGB, 
(Fidel took me due to my health) 4 hours away. We had 
approximately 100 ladies. Then immediately afterwards, I got a taxi 
to San Pedro then the “bus” with the ladies to the second camp at 
Geuyo. There we had about 80 ladies. Both camps went well and 
again had some good individual counselling sessions. I was ill the last 
2 days with an infection of some sort. Sadly, one ladies’ group was 
involved in a bus accident on their return from camp with all 23 
ladies injured in some way: broken arm, stitches and one, Celestine, 
sustaining a back injury which involved a transfer to Abidjan. 
After 1 month of waiting, she has just had an operation on her spine 
which appears to have gone well. We praise God that no one died in 
the accident. The bus hit something, rolled down an embankment 
and landed in a marsh. 
Sara and Esther “We have given ALL the kittens away as they kept 
breaking our mugs!! We  really enjoyed camp but Sara was ill at both 
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camps with malaria. We have restarted school, I  am enjoying it more 
and understanding it better. (Sara) I am finding this new system a bit  
hard, but I am enjoying it. I am looking forward to Uncle William 
bring my own laptop in 2 weeks”.. (Esther) 
Ecole Biblique Sassandra 
EBS- The Bible School. 
We hope, God willing, to start building the wall this month. Please 
continue to pray for the paperwork and the setting up of a bank 
account for the funds. MILAMIS (1000 friends for EBS) has brought in 
£3000 and so we have been busy in September doing refurbishments 
- new roof, repainted all the buildings, new kitchen for the students. 
It is encouraging to see folks embracing the needs and helping in this 
way.  The new term starts 1 Oct. Our students consist of 3 returning 
couples, 3 new couples and a single lady.  
William Brown will visit and teach for 3 days (9-13 Oct.) 
Yvette’s friend Augustine (known since started missionary career in 
Man) lost her husband in Sept following 2 strokes within 1 month. He 
was a pastor. Augustine will be living with us for the next ?? months. 
Pray for her and us. They were a pastoral couple here for 3 years at 
one point, so the girls know her well. 
 
Points for prayer and praise. 
●Protection in all the trips undertaken this summer.  
●Encouraging time at camps. 
●Restoration of health for us all. 
●Continued rehabilitation for Celestine. 
●Adaptation with Augustine and her 
future. 
●School: Girls and students 
●Visits-Lydia and Lisa (1 Nov-14 Dec) 
 
Love Fidel, Yvette, Sara and Esther   
 
Fidel and Yvette Tchoumou, BP 111, Sassandra, Côte d’Ivoire, West 
Africa.  
yetiwill@outlook.com  Tel: (00225) 43133391 
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Hi from Oruro by Jules noble, working in prisons in Bolivia with Latin Link 
 

Life as it is...(169) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The President had called for calm whilst asking everyone to wait 
expectantly for the decision - Life as it is...(164) - from the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) today. He had decided to go to The Hague to receive 
the verdict personally. Sea flags were hung on public buildings and flew on 
the hill above Oruro. 
 
THE HAGUE, 1 October 2018.  
The International Court of Justice (ICJ), the principal judicial organ of the 
United Nations, today delivered its Judgment in the case concerning 
Obligation to Negotiate Access to the Pacific Ocean (Bolivia v. Chile). In its 
Judgment, which is final, without appeal and binding on the Parties, the 
Court 
 
(1) Finds, by twelve votes to three, that the Republic of Chile did not 

undertake a legal obligation to negotiate a sovereign access to the 
Pacific Ocean for the Plurinational State of Bolivia; and 

(2) Rejects, by twelve votes to three, the other final submissions presented 
by the Plurinational State of Bolivia. 

 
The ICJ indicated that the decision should not be an impediment to the 
continuation of dialogue and exchanges in a spirit of good neighbourliness 
to address questions related to Bolivia’s landlocked status.   
 
The news - and its dissection and analysis - was on the radio and TV 
everywhere all day. I got into a taxi. The driver told me the Chileans had 
obviously paid off the judges. I informed him that this was not as common 

Bolivian naval ensign 
and national flag 
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in Europe. He then started a racist rant against the filthy Chileans. I asked 
him to stop the car and I got out. 
 

The decision came like a “bucket of cold water” a 
commentator said. Evo had done so much for the nation. “We 
continue with this cause, with this right,” she said as the hymn 
to the sea started. Evo tweeted, “Bolivia will never renounce a 

sovereign access to the sea. The Bolivian people and the world know that 
an invasion snatched our access to the Pacific Ocean. We are for justice and 
we are in the right, which is how we understand the ICJ plea to continue 
talking.” 
 
Others said Evo had given people false hope over the last five years since he 
took the matter to the ICJ and that Bolivia’s problems – and prospects for 
the future – do not stem from the lack of a coastline. 
 
The Chilean press proclaimed the victory for Chile in The Hague and 
described the decision as a hard setback for Evo Morales in his quest for a 
fourth presidential term. They thought it strange that he had gone all the 
way to The Hague to await the verdict while their President - Sebastian 
Piñera - received the news in the Chilean presidential palace. Piñera 
described the decision as a great day for Chile and international law, for 
respect for international agreements and for healthy and peaceful 
coexistence between countries.   
 
Don Omar at the photo shop appeared to be the only person not listening 
to the news. His assistant was glued to the radio but he expressed a total 
lack of interest.  

 
Jules 

1st October 2018   
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September 30 

 

 

 

What’s on both sides of your valley?  
“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort 
me.” Psalm 23:4 
 
Psalm 23 is perched between Psalm 22, which tells about the 
crucifixion of Jesus, and Psalm 24, a prophecy of the coronation of 
Jesus. It is a beautiful trilogy about the Saviour’s cross, the 
Shepherd’s crook, and the Sovereign’s crown.  
 
Psalm 23 is the valley between the blood-drenched slopes of Mount Calvary 
and the sunlit peaks of Mount Zion. Thank God for every valley, because 
there must be a mountain. 
 
If you are in the valley today, remember that you wouldn’t be there 
had there not been mountains to cross. There is vision in the valley 
and hope in the hills. 
For more from Love Worth Finding and Pastor Adrian Rogers, please visit 
www.lwf.org. 
 
 

 

For all Sciatica Sufferers:  A Story from Ireland 
The village reprobate asked the parish priest, ”What would be 
this sciatica that I read about?” 
The priest saw his chance, “Ah, you may well ask. A most painful 
and incurable infliction, and it comes of loose living and bad 

ways. Those get sciatica who neglect their religious duties and go after 
drink and dissipation.” 
“I am very grateful to you”, the reprobate replied, “and I am glad to know 
about sciatica, for I have just read how his Lordship, the Bishop is suffering 
from a severe attack of it.” 

http://www.crosswalkmail.com/unnpqmhfpypshcfdsgbkzsvzhmscwbbcynhzqqdpqppnpmg_svpmvpkrrcrptbmvlrpkrjj.html?a=Love+Worth+Finding&b=Love+Worth+Finding&c=2582542
http://www.crosswalkmail.com/hcwhqmvwhnhzvfwgzsrplzjlvmzfbrrfncvlqqghqhhchmc_svpmvpkrrcrptbmvlrpkrjj.html?a=Love+Worth+Finding&b=Love+Worth+Finding&c=2582542
http://www.crosswalkmail.com/dcddpstmdgdftjmnfrkwlfzltsfjhkkjgctlppndpddcdsm_svpmvpkrrcrptbmvlrpkrjj.html?a=Love+Worth+Finding&b=Love+Worth+Finding&c=2582542
http://www.crosswalkmail.com/imznhzydngnwycdfwbkqtwptyzwcvkkcgmythhfnhnnmnzn_svpmvpkrrcrptbmvlrpkrjj.html?a=Love+Worth+Finding&b=Love+Worth+Finding&c=2582542
http://www.crosswalkmail.com/xbgjvsdbjgjtdcbmtplqntkndstchllcgrdnvvmjvjjrjsc_svpmvpkrrcrptbmvlrpkrjj.html
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WEC Camps News  

by Paul Round 
 

God doesn't do 'bad years'! We all face our challenges. There may be 
some disappointments, but at the end of each summer we are filled 
with praise and thanks for what our faithful God has done; answered 
prayer, those with willing servant hearts, His protection and help and 
above all lives changed - changed with eternal consequences. For 
WEC camps this year in East Runton, near Cromer was no exception.  
 
WEC Camps have been running for nearly 70 years now. Using the 
classic bell tent to house the campers we camp near the sea in 
farmers' fields, moving around England and Wales on a three year 
cycle. Our younger 'Warrior Camp' (9 - 13), has many activities for 
whole camp , such as wide games, whereas the Teen Camp (13 - 17) 
has a variety of activities, both on site and using local providers. (eg 
hiring a local Go Kart track or going paddle boarding). Both camps 
have a discipleship aim with an emphasis on getting to know God 
better particularly through the Bible and prayer and being part of a 
mission agency we have a world focus most evenings.  
 
This summer was certainly one to remember. Those long hot days 
with temperatures in the high 20s may now seem a distant memory. 
Were those of you operating in Centres or schools a little jealous of 
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those of us under canvas in the open countryside? With ground like 
rock and the task of hammering in metal stakes and wooden tent 
pegs, (2,000+), at times jealousy ran the other way. Other 
practical  challenges can be imagined. (eg cooking for 140 people in a 
marquee. It was not like 'Bake Off'.) Quite rightly our reviews focus 
on the spiritual side of camp, but it is also true that the practical 
areas are key to the rest of camp running well and the young people 
having a good safe time.  
 
Our world focus this year took us to Thailand, Bangladesh, China as 
well as Rwanda, Senegal and the work of SU in Malawi. (We don't 
just have WEC speakers). Bible teaching focussed on "Lost and 
Found" Luke 15 and for the older ones Journeying Together in which 
we encourage each other as disciples and then Suited Booted and 
Ready for Action, a challenging series on Ephesians 6. I am always 
humbled, blessed and encouraged in our testimony meeting at the 
end of each week. It is great to hear what God has been doing. A 
number at both camps gave their lives to Jesus for the first time. 
Hallelujah. Of course we are all on a journey. One young lady who 
had little experience of church shared that she had learned so much 
about God, that though not a Christian yet, was not far away. She 
had post it notes all over her Bible with things heard in the meetings. 
A reminder to all of us to keep praying now the campers are back 
home and in school.  
 
Our overall numbers were lower than we would have liked, despite a 
late surge in applications, but we believe that God brought those 
whom He wanted to minister to and as always the praise and glory 
goes to Him.  
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An atheist was walking through the woods and he said to himself.  
 

'What majestic trees!'  
'What powerful rivers!'  
'What beautiful animals!'  
As he was walking alongside the river, he heard a 
rustling in the bushes behind him.  

He turned to look. He saw a 7-foot grizzly bear 
charging towards him.  

He ran as fast as he could up the path. He looked over 
his shoulder and saw that the bear was closing in. 
He looked over his shoulder again and the bear was even closer.  
He tripped and fell on the ground.  
He rolled over to pick himself up but saw that the bear was standing over 
him and reaching for him with his left paw and 
raising his right paw to strike him.  
At that instant moment, the Atheist cried out:  
 
'Oh my God!’  
 
Time stopped. The bear froze. The forest was silent.  
As a bright light shone upon the man, a voice from out of the sky said,  
'You deny my existence for all these years, teach others I don't exist and 
even credit creation to a cosmic accident. Now you expect me to help you 
out of this predicament. Am I to count you as a believer?'  
 
The atheist looked directly into the light and said: 'It would be hypocritical 
of me to suddenly ask you to treat me as a Christian now, but perhaps you 
could make the BEAR a Christian?' 
  
'Very well', said the voice.  
The light went out. The sounds of the forest resumed. And the bear 
dropped his right paw, brought both paws together, bowed his head and 
spoke:  
 
'Lord bless this food, which I am about to receive from Thy bounty 
through Christ our Lord, Amen.'  
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Regular meetings at Village Hall, Pantymwyn: 

 

Weekly Sunday worship services 11.30 - 12.15 (team meets @ 11.00 for 

prayer)  

Communion Sundays once a month on or after 15th @ 10.30  

Tuesday prayer night at Duttons’ on or next one after 15th @ 7.00  

House groups Bible study at Christine Godfree’s on 2nd & 4th Tuesday @ 

7.00  

House group social as above on 5th Tuesdays  

Soup lunches fortnightly Tuesday 12.00-1.00, last one of 2018 on 11th Dec, 

followed by carol singing! 

 

Forthcoming Events: All Welcome! 
FILM NIGHT: Fri 16th November 7.00 “Hacksaw Ridge” 

PEN Y FRON Carol Service: Wed 19th December 7.00 

 

 

 

 

 



1 Samuel 26:20  
& Jer. 17:11   

http://www. thewonderofbirds.com/partridge/bible.htm 

Several species of these birds inhabit The Holy Land. The Sand Partridge 
which is beautifully, though not brilliantly, coloured,  may be known by the 
white spot behind the eye, the purple and chestnut streaks on the sides and 
the orange bill and legs. These, however, soon lose their colour after death. 
There is a bird mentioned in the Old Testament, first in 1 Samuel 26:20 
when David was being pursued by Saul, and had been forced to escape 
from the city and hide himself in the rocky valleys. He compared himself 
with the Partridge, which frequented exactly the same places: 
  'The king of Israel is come out to seek a flea, as when one doth hunt a 
 partridge upon the mountains.'  
This is a perfect comparison. The bird that David is talking about was most 
likely the Sand Partridge, a species which especially haunts rocky and desert 
places, and even at the present day is very plentiful around the area of the 
Cave of Adullam. 
The way in which the males often call or challenge each other is a 
peculiarity that has earned the Hebrew name of Kore, or ' the caller'. Its 
habit of running at great speed toward rocky openings that can serve as a 
hideaway when chased, demonstrates how close the parallel was between 
this bird and David, who was forced, like the Partridge, to seek for refuge in 
the rocky caves.  
 Jer. 17:11 also mentions the partridge.  
 "The covetous man," says Dahler, "who heaps up riches by unjust ways, 
is compared with a bird that hatches the eggs of other birds. And as when 
the young, are able to shift for themselves, they abandon her who is not 
their mother, and leave her nothing to compensate her trouble, so the 
covetous man loses those ill-gotten gains and is left with nothing." 

And at his end he will be known as a fool. He was a fool all the way through; 
he lost his soul to get wealth, and this wealth he never enjoyed. To him also 
are applicable those strong words of the poet: - 
  "O cursed lust of gold! when for thy sake 
  The wretch throws up his interest in both worlds. 
  First starved in this, then damned in that to come." 
 

        



 

 

 

 

Listen to the sounds water makes 

Draw a line from the source of water to the sound 

 taps  

 streams  

 fountains  

 rain  

 oceans 

 brooks 

 ponds  

 plug holes  

 

The Bible tells us what God’s voice is like. Solve this word search and find the hidden 

message that tell us what God’s voice is like 

G O D L S S E D T V O W I C E 

E I I S R Z N L W I I K E C T 

H K E E E A S O O T U S I N D 

E O T K L F T H H E E O I R A 

O A I R A D I A N T V E A H N 

W E R O F T H E S E A B R F D 

L A E X E C Q R R M P Z J H K 

Y T X P F M U F E O B E S G T 

O F C Y X S C F O O O Z F U L 

B E W E H T U H O R N Q P K Z 

G W L I N B S M W Q T C F K E 

J C N B X O N S A Y M Y B T Q 

Y G Y R O L G R O A R G R U C 

D F S A W U K R R S B M B G T 

X P M O Y G L F U O I M K Q M 

               

 

 

 

burble 

pitter-patters 

ripple 

drip 

gurgle 

splash 

roar 

babble 

 

AND 

GLORY 

EZEKIEL 

HIS 

FORTY 

LAND 

LIKE 

RUSHING 

TWO  

WATERS 

RADIANT  

THE 

 VOICE 

WITH 

ROAR 

THREE  

WAS 

Children’s Pullout Page 

Write the secret message here 

__ __ __ ' __   __ __ __ __ __   __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __    

 

__ __   __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __   __ __ __   __ __ __  



 

 

How precious is your loving kindness O God! 

You give those that trust you to drink from the river of your pleasures. For with you is 

the fountain of life Psalm 36:7-9 

The Holy Spirit is like water that Jesus gives us. It will be like a fountain of 

water flowing into everlasting life  

 John 4:14 and 7:38 7:39 

Just as we cannot live without water so, we cannot live without God. 



Pantymwyn Contact 
Kelvin Redmile  01352 741 928 
Sundays at 11:30  village hall 

 

 
 
Pastor 
Rev. John Richards 

Assistant Pastor 
Rev. Ben Slatter 

Elders 
Dr. Jonathan Edwards 

Mr. Jonathan Wells  
 

Sunday Services 
Morning Service 10:30am 
Junior Church & Young Teens 10:30am 
Evening Service 6:00pm 

Deacons 
Mrs. Alison Bennett 

Mr. James Mitton 
Secretary: Mr. Allan Peters  

Treasurer: Mr. Kelvin Redmile 
Mr. Andrew Scarsbrook 
Mr. Jonathan Sherwood 

Other Secretaries 
Administration: Anne Peters  

Gift Aid: Mrs. Diane Turner  
Gift Aid: Mrs. Helen Wynn          

 

Weekly Activities 
Bible Study 14-18…………………………………….…………………………7:30 alternate Sundays 

Prayer Meetings ………………………………..9:30-10:00 Sundays; 7:30-8:00am Mondays 

Coffee Morning/Luncheon & Bible Courses (see notice sheet) ………………..Tuesdays 

Prayer Meeting (Alternating with Home Groups) …………………….. 7:30pm Tuesdays 

Deaf Church ……………………………………………………………………….. 7:30pm Wednesdays 

Playcorner  (Term time) …………………………………………………….… 9:45am Wednesdays 

Playcorner  (Term time) ………………………………………………………….. 9:45am Thursdays 

Y Gorlan  …………………………………………………………………………  3:30-5:00pm Thursdays 

Junior Covenanters age 7-10 (Term time) ………….……………………….. 6:15pm Fridays 

Covenanters age 11+ (Term time) …………………………………………….… 7:30pm Fridays 

 

Residential Home Services 
Contact: Mr Graham Wright 
1st Sunday  Lexham Green @2:30pm 
2nd Sunday  The Cottage @2:30pm 
3rd Sunday   Bryn Yr Haul @3:00pm 

Contact  
Tel: 01352 754 341  

Web: www.ebenezermold.co.uk 
 

Who’s Who and What’s on in Ebenezer Mold 


