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Hot Under the Collar by Jon Edwards 

What are you passionate about? What 
makes you really hot and bothered? For 
many of us I suspect that might be anything 
from spreadsheets not adding up, 
computers crashing losing crucial essays, 
family tensions or even Wales losing the 
latest footie match (although they seem to 
be doing better recently?!) 

 
For the apostle Paul we get a picture of his passion in his letter that we’re 
planning to study in our home groups this coming term - his letter to the 
Galatians!  
 
The Galatians were a people of Celtic descent living in central Turkey (a 
bit like the Welsh on holiday?). And to think Paul’s most passionate and 
perhaps his most cross letter was to our ancestors!  
 
What bothered Paul was not unfair taxes to Rome, not unjust 
persecution. It wasn’t even the Eastern Roman Imperial football league 
results from the latest amphitheater match! He was passionate about the 
gospel.  
 
Jewish missionaries who were calling themselves Christians, had travelled 
to the churches in Galatia and tried to persuade the men there to be 
circumcised like a Jew. In other words they were teaching that to be a full 
and complete Christian, you needed faith in Jesus and his death for us on 
the cross, but you needed to add to it… as if Jesus dying were not 
enough!! 
 
Paul reminds them that the gospel of salvation is to place our faith in 
Jesus who died on the cross, taking the punishment for our sins and 
making us right with God… by faith. We can never be right with God by 
what we do or say. Keeping rules, even good rules and laws will never 
save us. Doing so only shows us how rubbish we are at keeping rules i.e. 
how sinful we are and deserve every bit of God’s judgement!  
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“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not 
let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” (Jesus saves us so 
we don’t have to keep rules to be saved.)  
 
Being freed by Jesus doesn’t mean we can use that freedom to sin 
however! That would be like being rescued, then slapping our rescuer in 
the face! Paul says it frees us to live to love our neighbour i.e. Jewish or 
non-Jewish, religious or non etc. etc.  
 
When I think of the Christians I know and love, I can see what that love 
and the Holy Spirit’s way of living looks like. Not soppy, (yuck!) but 
something like this… “love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control”.  
 
Now that’s something worth getting hot and bothered about. Imagine 
someone preaching anything that takes this gospel away! 
 
So as you study Galatians in home group, or the next time you get 
passionate about something, ask yourself how passionate am I about 
Jesus’ gospel!  
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TO TRULY BE A CHILD OF GOD by Kelvin Redmile 

There are 2 Greek words translated BLESS in the new testament. 

The first one is “makarios” as used in the Beatitudes. The nearest 
translation in the English I personally like to use is “fortunate” but of 
course it is much, much, more than just fortunate.  

The second Greek word used is “eulogeo” The word looks like the 
English word EULOGY. And indeed that is what it means. 

A eulogy is often read at someone’s funeral. It’s when someone speaks 
well or favorably about a person. In the New testament, when Jesus 
blessed the little children (Mark 10:16) it is this Greek word that is 
used. When Jesus lifts them up, puts them on his knee and blesses 
them, the blessing here is that Jesus speaks in favorable terms about 
the little children and the way they are. 

Eulogeo or “blessing” is to speak favorably about someone. 

 “Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set 
him in the midst of them and said,  
‘Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are 
converted and become as little children, you 
will by no means enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles 
himself as a little child is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven.’” Matthew 18 v2-4 

The disciples had been arguing about who is the most important among 
them. Who in God’s kingdom is going to be above them in the pecking 
order and who will be below.  They are being petulant and arguing 
among themselves; they are behaving like spoilt children. No, they’re 
not. They are behaving like adults! Wanting what they want and not 
being prepared to be content with what they have. They are definitely 
not acting like the “little child” Jesus is going to place in front of them. 

This passage is not primarily about childlike faith or childlike trust. It’s 
about something else. 

Jesus tells the disciples what it is that he is seeing in this little child. He 
is going to bless this child by speaking favorably about him. Faith is not 
mentioned, trust is not mentioned. Jesus’s focus is on humility. 
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To us adults, who by faith are declared to be Children of God, Jesus is 
saying “You are not as important as you think you are, but you are 
precious.!” 

Please note very carefully as I recently described what a little child is 
like, whilst remembering that this is what a child of God should be like. 

A little child can do things that are wrong, but he does tend not to be 
full of pride and his own importance. 

He tends to make a fuss when he hasn’t got the things he needs for life; 
like a full stomach, an emptied nappy and of course, a cuddle.  

He tends not to be fighting for his position.  

He accepts everything that comes his way. 

He doesn’t have an over-stated sense of entitlement or rights.  

He is reliant on others; he is not self-reliant. 

He is certainly not prone to be a hypocrite, nor has he learned to be 
careful with what words he uses. He’s not a people pleaser – although 
he does enjoy it when other takes pleasure from the way he is.   

There is a “humility” in his nature.  

This doesn’t mean he is in the background and is shy. No, he can be 
very forward. He can make his presence known or heard.  

He doesn’t expect anything; he takes each day as it comes.  

He doesn’t worry unduly but he can get apprehensive when in the 
company of new people or strangers. 

He is happy with the little things. Everything 
around him is of great interest. He is interested 
in CREATION. 

He’s surprised by new discoveries, like the way 
my glasses case goes pop. 

He naturally loves his mum and dad and looks up 
to them and looks out for them at the window 
and when Daddy turns into the drive he shouts 
out with great excitement and at 20 decibels 
“Daddy’s car!” 

He falls asleep in his big boy’s bed without a care in the world.  
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He doesn’t have a better idea about how things should or could have 
been done better. 

 He has no expectations of tomorrow. He will take it as it comes. 

He is happy, carefree, joyful.  

He does not complain unduly about things that don’t really matter and 
does not set high expectations of the day, but takes everything he sees 
feels, touches and experiences as a truly joyous or learning experience. 

Jesus says that you can’t enter his kingdom unless you have this 
humility.  In the parable of the Tax Collector and the Pharisee, the 
Pharisee thought he was entitled. The Tax collector was exalted 
because he was humbled. He didn’t say I deserve it. He said “Lord, have 
mercy on me a sinner.  I don’t deserve it.” 

Humility is acknowledging our faults and sins and asking God’s 
forgiveness and then living out our life with the same attitude as a 
child. 

Because a Christian is a “child of God.” 

Finally, I hold out both my hands just in front of my body and a little 
22month-old boy lifts up his hands. I pick him up and hold him with my 
right arm.  No words are exchanged. I look at him and he smiles at me; 
and I am blessed. 

But my grandson is the one who is blessed, because this day I have 
spoken well of him to show you what it is like to truly be a child of God. 

 

Reference : Strong’s Concordance and Greek Usage Dictionary. 

Reference : Wealth of material on the internet concerning this passage 
from which I have taken those things which fit in with the theme of 
humility. 
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Newly Appointed Female Pastoral Worker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

by Moira Reynolds 

On 3 Sept I started working for Ebenezer as the female pastoral worker. 

For the next two years my role is to work specifically with the women in 

the congregation, getting to know them better, providing pastoral care 

and helping them to grow in faith through the various challenges that life 

throws at us. I will be helping to equip the church family, particularly the 

women, to love and serve each other so that the church as a whole is 

built up in unity in Christ as Paul describes in Ephesians 4:12-13 ‘to equip 

his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 

until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 

God and become mature.’ 

Why is this important? We would love for the church family to be the first 

place we think about going to for help when we’re struggling with life. 

God has designed us to work in relationships with other people as he 

himself is a relationship of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  He has given us all 

the responsibility to care for each other as his family. We all instinctively 

tell others about where we have found help with a challenge or particular 

suffering we have gone through.  However if we don’t receive the help 

we need from our church family we will go somewhere else for support 

and comfort which may or may not be based on Jesus.    
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Many of us in Eb are already involved in some way in supporting each 

other. But about two thirds of our congregation are women of varying 

age ranges and with differing needs so there is plenty more to do.   

The pastoral care role includes arranging training for other people in the 

congregation in aspects of pastoral care so a wider group of us develop 

the skills to get involved. It also includes meeting up with women in 

groups to talk about specific topics or to encourage people individually in 

their walk with God.  

So who am I? My name is Moira Reynolds and along with my husband 

John I’ve been a member of Ebenezer since we moved to Mold with our 

two young sons Steven and David in 1991. John’s Mum, Joy, also lived 

with us until a year ago. Our sons are now adults and long since left home 

so now there is just John and I. I’m half-way through the BCUK Biblical 

Counselling Certificate course and, God willing, will complete the final 

module at Easter 2020.  I work for Eb on a Monday and Friday. On 

Tuesday – Thursday you will find me in my other job as a manager with 

Natural Resources Wales, looking after the Welsh environment. 

What will I be doing? As part of this role in Eb you can expect to see me 

meeting up with women in various ways. Getting to know the women in 

the Eb congregation better will be my starting point; whether that’s 

through visiting with the care team members or meeting up with people 

individually and chatting over a coffee. We plan to have a ladies social 

evening this autumn as an opportunity for Eb ladies of all age ranges, 

newcomers and old-timers to get to know each other better. As I meet 

with people over the next couple of months, working with John and Ben, I 

will start to build a picture of what topics would be helpful to focus on 

over the two years and how we should cover them. Although I’ve been in 

the church for a long time there are many people I still don’t know so 

please say hello and introduce yourself.  And please forgive me if I don’t 

always remember your name. I will do my best but if anyone has any 

good tips for learning and remembering names please pass them on. I 

definitely need help with this. 
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Hi,            Autumn 2018  
There’s a nip in the air this morning. It’s a sure sign that Autumn is on its 
way, so a perfect time to write to you with some news updates and prayer 
Please would you also pray for the shape of ministry at the university this 
coming year. Most of the student-support services are moving into a new 
building, but this doesn’t include the Chaplains. At the moment I can’t see 
how our regular Thursday morning World Café will work in the new 
building, so we’re going to have to be a bit more creative in how we engage 
with students and staff on a regular basis. Please pray for inspiration.  
I’m also thinking and praying about re-starting a 
lunchtime “Exploring the bible” group for those 
who want to learn about the Christian faith, but 
who would struggle to walk into a church, and 
can’t get along to the Christian Union. If this is the 
right thing to be doing, please pray that I meet students who want to meet 
with me to read the bible.  
TABLEtalk  

This year we’ve no returning students so we’re starting 
from scratch. The programme is planned, the advertising 
produced, the team ready … now we just need some 
students.  Please pray.  
God brings us students in many different ways. Some we 

bump into on our way, others see flyers or find us on-line, others we get 
introduced too… students like D…In my last letter I told you about C, a 
student and his girlfriend from China who I met in the library one Tuesday 
evening. What’s really encouraging is that they’ve introduced us to a friend 
of theirs, D, who is coming to Greenwich. Please pray for D, he’s already 
been in touch and keen to meet up. C and his girlfriend are about to return 
to the UK for further study too, but not to London. We’re introducing them 
to FI events in their new cities. Please pray they would get involved and 
continue their journeys to faith in Jesus.  
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LONDON-WIDE  
Local church run International cafes and English conversation groups are all 
gearing up for the new term too. With about 100,000 international  
students in London there are plenty to go around! It’s a privilege to be able 
to encourage and support and pray for each other.  
Last term, 15 of us met for lunch at Lee Abbey Kensington. It was great to 
hear about the different ministries and stories of students’ lives being 
transformed by the gospel. Some who came along are just starting out and 
keen to get ideas and learn from those who have more experience, another 
was a leader of a new church plant wanting International outreach to be at 
the heart of what they do. Others will be relaunching International student 
ministry this term. Please pray for many international students to be 
reached with the gospel this year, for more churches to catch the vision 
for the work and have eyes open to see the opportunity and responsibility 
God gives us in this city.  
We’ll be having another Meetup lunch in November, I wonder who will 
come and the stories we’ll have to share of God’s transforming and amazing 
grace.  
FURTHER AFIELD:  
We’re really excited to be welcoming a new staff worker to our regional 
cluster group. Matt will be working alongside Baiba in Canterbury.  
Please pray for him and his family as they settle into life and ministry in 
Canterbury.  
One of the challenges of living in the South East is that property is so 
expensive, and a mortgage is beyond the reach of most FI staff workers. 
We’re currently raising funds through “The international Student Mission 
Housing Trust”, to buy a house in Canterbury as a base for ministry there. 
Please would you pray with us for the money to come in.  
If you’d like to know more here’s the web link. 
https://ismhousingtrust.org.uk/ismht-home.  
We still want to find more staff for London. We’ll be 
advertising again soon. Please pray for God to provide just the right 
people.  
That’s all for now. Thank you for reading to the end. Sorry I’ve not 
mentioned English Classes. We’ll be starting again this term, expecting our 
Nepali friends to join us, and maybe some other nationalities too. I’ll let you 
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know how we get on next time! Thank you so much for 
praying and supporting me in the ministry here.  
With love,  
Kirsten  
 

GREENWICH:  
We’ll be meeting lots of new students in the next few weeks.  
Please pray that I’d be attentive to God’s prompting as I greet and chat, 

that I’d be in the right place at the right time with eyes open to meet 

those who God wants us to invest in this year.  
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Hi from Oruro 

 
Life as it is...(168) by Jules Noble, prison worker in Bolivia with Latin Link 
 
There were lorries blockading the streets in support of the local mayor – 
Hilaria Secas – and everyone was scurrying to get around on foot. On my 
way back from the “Renacer” Young 
Offenders’ Centre I bumped into Don Charlie 
– one of the educators at “Renacer” - in the 
main square on his way to see the #1 Youth 
Court Judge about a boy currently under an 
order at the Orientation Centre.  

 
 
Don Charlie and I had talked to the boy and his 
mother on the Independence Day bank holiday 
when I popped into “Renacer” to take some 
food for E from the Prison Fellowship 

fundraising lunch and cake sale. The boy had been released by the judge 
but was causing his mother severe problems and not coming home to 
sleep. That morning she had confiscated unidentified tablets –diazepam – 
which the boy claimed were for his heart, and had handed them over to 
Don Charlie.  She had tried to get him to help her selling toys – her hernia 
made it hard for her to move the bags of toys around – but he said he was 
not willing to work for her for the small amount she paid him.  
 
I asked about another boy I am working with who they were trying to get 
transferred to La Paz because of his addiction problems. The #2 Youth Court 
Judge had turned down the request leaving the Centre staff unsure how to 
work appropriately with his addiction and psychiatric problems while he 
remains in detention. We discussed setting up a family group conference 
for him.  
 
Don Charlie always refers to Jesus as el flaco – the skinny one. He tends to 
be of the opinion that all churches and sects are the same but has great 
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respect for el flaco. As he left to see the judge he said, “El flaco made us 
meet up today.”  
 
This week two boys – one recently given the maximum sentence - escaped 
from “Renacer” by removing a piece of the corrugated plastic in the 
classroom ceiling and running away across the roofs. Apparently the police 
and educators were not keeping an eye on them or checking the screen 
with security camera footage.  
 
On Saturday morning - as the staff continued to deal with the aftermath of 
the previous day’s incident - the boys were subdued except for two who 
had recently arrived. Both had been in “Renacer” before. As I left after our 
class with E one of them was on kitchen duty in the patio. I remonstrated 
with him for having got into trouble again and he said, “Oh no, you’ve got it 
wrong. I was just passing and I thought I’d pop in and help peel some 
potatoes.” 
 
In our afternoon classes the boys all wanted to talk about the escape, 
speculating that the escapees were probably over the border into Chile or 
in some distant part of the countryside by now and well out of reach of the 
police. A boy stayed to talk to Giovanna and me at the end. Two of his co-
accused – who used to be in my class – had been given house arrest the 
previous week but absconded. He is struggling with accepting that he will 
be sentenced and they have got away. We talked to him for a long while as 
he fought back tears and then prayed with him. 
 
Jules 
2nd September 2018   
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The Freedom of Self-Forgetfulness  
(The path to true Christian joy) by Timothy Keller 46 pages 
Book review by Steve Potts 
 
Tim Keller was a Pastor in New York and 
his writings and sermons have saved my 
spiritual life on several occasions. 
This small book which can be read in 
less than an hour deals with the topic of 
self-esteem and shows that this is the 
place we need to get to: “not thinking 
more of myself (high self-esteem) or 
less of myself (low self-esteem), it is 
thinking of myself less.” 
Keller simply explains the passage in 1 
Corinthians 3 v 21- 4 v7 and shows that 
Paul’s confidence before God and his 
disregard for what his ‘congregation’ 
thought of him was based on the 
confidence he had in the work of Christ 
on the cross. 
I highly recommend this book, especially if, like me, you are the type 
of person who really does care about what others think about you. 
The aim is to get to the position where we say: “I don’t care what 
you think. I don’t even care what I think, I only care about what the 
Lord thinks, and He has said, ‘Therefore, there is no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus’”. 
There are two copies of this great little book in the Church library. 
 
 
 

Be ye fishers of men. You catch 'em - He'll 

clean 'em. 
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Submitted by Elaine Redmile 

Will you finish your course? 

JULY 21 

“But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto  
myself, that I might finish my course” Acts 20:24 

Do you pay a price--some extra time in the morning--to get into the 
Word of God?  Do you pay the price of being ridiculed because you 
keep your Bible on your desk in the office or bow your head and 
thank God for His gracious goodness to you when He gives you a 
meal? Are you willing to be different? Will you finish your course? 

When you’re running this race, you’re going to find out that you’re 
running right against the grain. Don’t get the idea that there’s the 
broad road and the narrow road, and  the narrow road runs 
alongside the broad road, and over there a bunch of people are 
going this way, and over here you’re going in the same direction. 

No, there’s the broad way, and here you are, right in the middle of 
it, going the other way. Against the grain. What we believe: 

 starts at a different source 
 follows a different course 
 ends at a different conclusion 

...and there is a price to pay. 

Frankly, today we don’t like that idea of a “price to pay.” We say, 
“Well, I’m saved by grace, and so I’m just going to float on into 
heaven on flowery beds of ease.” No. A disciple is one who follows 
his master, obeys his master, and there is a price to pay.  

http://www.crosswalkmail.com/zlmwmdrlwzwkrfltkbjqgkvgrdkfpjjfzsrgmmtwrpzddsm_ygfkqvgllflvnskqlsgscmm.html?a=Love+Worth+Finding&b=Love+Worth+Finding&c=2512468


15 
 

Bible Bird Quiz part 2 Underline the correct answer 

 

11: Which bird's song, in the Song of Solomon, is a sign of spring? 

 Sparrow    Nightingale    Owl   Turtledove 

 

12: Which prophet said that Ahab's people would be eaten by birds? 

 Jeremiah    Isaiah    Elisha    Elijah 

 

13: Who had a dream about birds eating from a basket on his head? 

 Pharaoh    Pharaoh's butler     Pharaoh's baker    Joseph 

 

14: Which bird was being sold in the temple when Jesus drove out the 

money-changers?   Doves   Water hens    Partridges    Quails 

 

15: According to John, which city will become a home for every unclean 

bird?    Sodom    Babylon    Jerusalem    Nineveh 

 

16: Who had a vision of a great sheet filled with unclean birds and other 

animals?    Barnabas    Peter    John    Paul 

 

17: According to Job, which foolish bird lays its eggs on the ground, left to 

be warmed by the sun?  Vulture    Ostrich    Quail    Peacock 

 

18: Who had a vision of a lion with the wings of an eagle? 

 Zechariah    John    Daniel    Ezekiel 

 

19: The face of which bird appeared in Ezekiel's vision of the creatures with 

four faces?    Owl    Heron    Hawk    Eagle 

 

20: According to Isaiah, which bird honours God for providing streams in 

the desert?    Owl    Stork  Vulture    Raven  
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Answers 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

11Turtledove ... Song 2:12 -  

 
12. Elijah ... 1 Ki 21:24 -  
13 Pharaoh's baker ... Gen 40:16- 
 
14 Doves John 2:14  
 
15. Babylon ... Rev 18:2 
 
16 Peter ... Acts 10:9-13 
 
17. Ostrich Job 39:13-18 
 
18. Daniel Dan 7:4  
 
19. Eagle ... Eze 1:10  
 
20. Owl ... Isa 43:20 
 



 

 

 

 

As birds their infant brood protect, 

And spread their wings to shelter them, 

Thus saith the Lord to His elect, 

“So will I guard Jerusalem.” 

 

And what then is Jerusalem, 

This darling object of His cares? 

Where is its worth in God’s esteem? 

Who built it? Who inhabits there? 

 

Jehovah founded it in blood, 

The blood of His incarnate Son; 

There dwell the saints, once foes to God 

The sinners whom He calls His own. 

 

There, though besieged on every side, 

Yet much beloved and guarded well,  

From age to age they have defied 

The utmost force of earth and hell. 

 

Let earth repent, and hell despair, 

This city has a sure defence; 

Her name is called, “The Lord is there,” 

And who has power to drive Him hence? 

                                                 William Cowper, 

 

https://leesbird.com/b-i-h/hymns/as-birds-their-infant-brood-protect/ 

 

 

https://leesbird.com/b-i-h/hymns/as-birds-their-infant-brood-protect/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God says that he is like a mother hen when he says, 

 

“HE WILL COVER YOU WITH HIS FEATHERS, AND UNDER HIS 

WINGS YOU WILL FIND REFUGE,” (Psalm 91:4) 

 

The Bible says our creator, God, and Father is like a 

mother hen because when he made her, he gave her a 

sense of protection, and fury against the enemy, and 

willingness to fight to protect what is hers. 

 

Here is a puzzle so you can work out what to do when trouble comes. 

 

 

  

ANSWER “I will take refuge in the shadow of your wings until the disaster has 

passed.” Psalm 57:1 

While you are 

colouring the hen 

and her chicks 

think about what 

it is like to take 

refuge in God. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

s g r y i a r l e p i a o x n  

r x r l t e a x r n m d k g a  

g m n j w n c i v l b a p m t  

o u w o r u e i s e e n d i u  

d n p e s h s w t f g c d e r  

g d t e y i r n t g s l u f e  

n e v e b n o r o d g w z y d  

i r y l g q a w f i i s c a l  

r s e s n a m o r c t v i r r  

o t c l e a r l y g p a i m o  

n o n b o p n k k l q s e n w  

g o c n s e i t i l a u q r e  

i d e d r o a e g w b i d h c  

x w s j h t x h n p e i a h x  

f l d z b v n p d y g j n f n   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature is important because 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHILDREN’S PULLOUT PAGE 

For since the creation of the world, God’s 

invisible qualities such as his eternal power and 

divine nature, can be clearly seen and 

understood from what God has  made, so that 

we have no excuse for ignoring God.”  

(Romans 1:20) 

clearly creation divine eternal excuse God 

ignoring invisible made nature one power 

qualities Romans seen twenty understood world 

 

Find 18 important words from 

Romans 1:20 in this word search. 

As you look for them think about 

the answer to the question, 

 ‘Why is nature important?’ 

 

You can write your answer on the 

lines under the word search. 
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Wednesdays 

Playcorner  (Term time) …………………………………………………………..9:45am Thursdays 

Y Gorlan  ………………………………………………………………………… 3:30-5:00pm Thursdays 

Junior Covenanters age 7-10 (Term time) ………….………………………..6:15pm Fridays 

Covenanters age 11+ (Term time) …………………………………………….…7:30pm Fridays 

 

Residential Home Services 
Contact: Mr Graham Wright 
1st Sunday  Lexham Green @2:30pm 
2nd Sunday  The Cottage @2:30pm 
3rd Sunday   Bryn Yr Haul @3:00pm 

Contact  
Tel: 01352 754 341  

Web: 
www.ebenezermold.co.uk 

 

Pantymwyn Contact 
Kelvin Redmile  01352 741 928 
Sundays at 11:30  village hall 


