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“Thus far has the Lord helped us.”       
1 Samuel 7:12 

  ebenezer 

  church family  magazine 

May 2017 

Ancient Britons called May 

“Thrimilce” meaning “the month 
of three milkings”. 



 

 
 

 
  

Contents   
    

  Page  

 Elder’s Letter 

Tracing our family tree  
by John Richards 

 

1  

 The Calles’ News Letter 3  

 Cologne Chronicles  
by David & Sylvia Willson 

4  

 Easterfest 6  

 Life as it is...(153) 
by Jules Noble  

8  

 Anita Valentine’s Testimony at her baptism  10  

 Out of Sight but Not Out of Mind 
Featuring Leane Smyth 

11  

 Tearfund  Inside back 
cover 

 

 

 Children’s Pages Pull-out  

Editor 
Olive Peters 

Layout 
Anne Peters 

Children’s Pages 
Chris Clark 

Proof Reader 
Elaine Redmile 



 1 

Elder’s Letter 

Tracing our family tree  
by John Richards 
 
Some people spend a lot of time tracing their family tree back 
as far as they can; maybe you’re one of them? Christians are 
part of a new family now, God’s eternal family, and we have a 
family history too. Baptist churches like ours, and Anglican, 
Congregational, Pentecostal, Methodist, Brethren, 
Presbyterian, and others, all trace their roots back ultimately 
to Jesus’ death, resurrection and the giving of his Spirit 2,000 
years ago. But more recently we trace ourselves back to 
events that happened 500 years ago in Europe; events known as “the reformation”.  
 
The reformation was a little bit like a religious revolution, but it wasn’t achieved (in the 
main) by physical strength and violence. But the results of this ‘revolution’ have lasted 
longer and been more far reaching than maybe any other revolution in history.  
2017 marks the 500th anniversary since the seemingly small event that triggered that 
reformation. On 31st October 1517 Martin Luther, a young German monk, walked from his 
monastery across the German city of Wittenberg to the Castle Church. This church had a 
large wooden door that acted as the king of all public noticeboards. There Martin nailed a 
poster with 95 statements on it. It was the 16th century equivalent of a provocative post on 
a blog or on Facebook! These statements (or ‘theses’) were an invitation to a public debate 
protesting against the corruption of the church with its obsession with wealth.  
 
Hopefully later this year we’ll look a bit more at what the reformation was about and why 
it’s still important to us today. But why I’m mentioning it now is that it links in with 
something we’ve seen in Titus as we’ve studied it together in homegroups recently. One of 
the things the reformation was about was the rediscovery of the Bible and its authority and 
power. When Martin Luther looked back on the changes that had happened in church and 
religion since 1517 he said: 

“I simply taught, preached, wrote God's Word: otherwise I did nothing. And then, while I 
slept or drank Wittenberg beer with my friend Philip of Amsdorf…the Word did it all.” 

 
It’s that confidence in the power of God’s word which is behind Titus’ letter. Six times Paul 
commands Titus to teach God’s word and how he should do that. Titus is also called to 
“silence” false teachers in the church. Why is teaching ‘sound doctrine’ so important? The 
opening verse of the letter tells us that the knowledge of the truth leads to godliness. That’s 
the big theme of the letter. Sound teaching leads to godly living, and wrong teaching leads 
to ungodly living. Paul has such confidence in the power of God’s word in people’s lives, 
even in Crete (where Titus is) where the Cretans themselves admit they are “always liars, 
evil brutes and lazy gluttons!” (1v12) Paul expects God’s word to be powerful enough to 
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radically change lives. And Paul takes it a step further and says those godly lives will then 
have an impact on the society around them making the gospel attractive (2v10). 
 
That’s why as a church, teaching the Bible is so important to us. 2,000 years after Paul and 
Titus, 500 years after Martin Luther we believe God’s word is still as powerful today as it 
was then. It is “living and active, sharper than a double edged sword” (Hebrews 4v12). It is 
breathed out by God and is able to thoroughly equip us for the good works God wants us to 
do (2 Timothy 3v16). It will not return to God empty but will accomplish all his purposes 
(Isaiah 55v11). If we want our own and other people’s lives to change, from the oldest of us 
to the children in Junior church, then as in Luther’s day it will be as we all read and are 
taught God’s word.  
 
And we pray that the same will happen in Mold as Paul expected it to happen in Crete, that 
the godly lives of Christians will make the gospel attractive to outsiders so that others are 
added to the church.   
 
So let me ask you, “do you want to change and grow? Then are you reading the Bible 
regularly, are you studying it with others and are you listening to it being taught? Are those 
things priorities for you, or have they got a bit ‘ordinary’, even boring?”  
God’s word is described in the Bible as food; the implication being that we’re meant to be 
hungry for it. And do you want others to change and grow? Then are you praying for and/or 
serving in ministries where God’s word is taught? 
 

 
 
 
Martin Luther wrote many songs after his conversion. This is the first verse of “Nun freut 
euch, lieben christen g'mein!” The original has 10 verses. Translation by Richard Massie, 
1854. 
 

Nun freut euch, lieben christen g'mein! 
Dear Christians One and All Rejoice 

 
Nun freut euch, lieben christen g'mein! 
Und laßt uns fröhlich springen, 
Daß wir getrost und all' in ein  
Mit lust und liebe singen: 
Was Gott an uns gewendet hat, 
Und seine süße wunderthat; 
Gar theu'r hat er's erworben. 

Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, 
With exultation springing, 
And, with united heart and voice 
And holy rapture singing, 
Proclaim the wonders God hath done, 
How His right arm the victory won; 
Right dearly it hath cost Him.
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THE CALLES’ NEWS 
LETTER 

Jiron San Marin 142, 
San Jeronimo, Andahuaylas,  

Apurimac, Peru 
E mail: isaiah_olga@hotmail.com 

 
30th March, 2017 
 
He has risen!  He is not here, He is alive 
Happy Easter and blessings to every one of you.  
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Peru continues suffering the fury of the nature. Floods and landslides because of the heavy 
rains which caused havoc in many parts of the country; there are many collapsed bridges, 
damaged roads, small villages have been totally cut off.  
 
On the northern coast and part of Lima a lot people have lost everything. The weather 
forecast is more rain at least for the next three weeks.  
 
Although the forecast announced also the presence of heavy rains in the coming weeks for 
the central part in the Andes of Peru, here in Andahuaylas it is still raining but not to the 
same degree as in the north, so we are fine for the moment, just the main roads to Lima are 
being affected by the landslides.  
 
It was so good that Andahuaylas sent more than a hundred tons of non-perishable food.    
 

• During the Easter weekend (Thursday to Sunday) there are Bible studies at San 
Jeronimo Church focus on “How the Jesus resurrection changes people life” so we are 
inviting the neighbourhood to come and share with them this especial message as part of 
the annual plan. 
•  In June there is also four days (8th-11th) of Conference dedicated to the family and 
its responsibilities on parenting, there will be time for counselling during the mornings.   
• The Discipleship Courses of 2017 at church started at the beginning of this month, on 
Monday night and Saturday afternoon as usual. 
• The Bible School for children will be done (10th-15th April) we hope to have a good 
weather and more children than the last time. 

 
In the Refuge for the Elderly: One of the residents (Donato) at the Refuge has difficulties 
with his health, he is having problems with his kidney, after his visit to the doctor he was 
fine, but again he has problems.  
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Staff: We have found one new member of staff but we still need one more to take over 
Flora’s place at least for this year.  
 
Pastor’s and Leader’s Courses: It was possible to better 
organise the dates and topics for 2017 in the three sites for the 
pastors and leaders training and offer better service.  
 
Please pray for:     

• Safe travelling to Inkawasi and Grau, and the students. 
• The discipleship at San Jeronimo Church. 
• The refuge residents and their health.  

With warm greetings and blessing. Isaias and Olga. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cologne Chronicles by David & Sylvia Willson  

For more information please see Ken Johnson 
 
 Room in my heart for Thee!  
Prior to looking back on the first quarter of 2017, we can reflect on 
the joys of the end of 2016, seeking to 'make room for refugees'. In 
our Advent home-group gathering, we were 6 families embracing 4 
different nations.  
 
As we celebrated Christmas week, we had one of 'our boys' (who came to Germany 15 
years ago as an unaccompanied minor refugee) with his eldest son, and an Iranian father 
and son (who arrived in Germany seeking asylum just over a year ago). The boys could play 
together happily, and as adults we could enjoy being family together, celebrating our 
acceptance in Christ who 'made room' for us.  
 
Germany continues to feel the considerable strain of defining a suitable infrastructure 
which can responsibly assess and accommodate the million or so people who have come in 
waves of asylum-seekers since 2015. The Christian church faces the challenge of welcoming 
any who are seeking God on the one hand, whilst on the other hand, desiring to help people 
gain fair assessment of their residence status.  
 
  New season of learning  
As the new teaching term gains its pace, we are both criss-crossing the area with families 
and groups learning English. The week is really quite full at the moment, but we have to be 

If you would like to receive this letter electronically your details can be sent to:  

Mrs. Meg Morgan   h.m.morgan@btinternet.com 

mailto:h.m.morgan@btinternet.com
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grateful for the demand as it is there, to compensate 
for the 3 months of the year when there are no lessons 
and thereby no income.  
 
   The Bible – Dates & Seasons 
A Russian Jew, who came to faith several years ago, has 
tirelessly examined the Testament Scriptures to compile a biblical chronology according to 
the calendar of the time they were written. It would appear that many of the dates and 
seasons which we have in our bibles have been modified according to more western 
understanding. This brother's research in Russian has been translated into German, and 
now he has asked me to translate it into English for him. It is a fascinating study. Maybe 
when it is finished you might be interested in a look at his findings. In brief, the 'true' 
chronology gives stronger affirmation to biblical prophecy fulfilment than the western 
version.  
 
Praise Points  
Praise God  
- for His regular daily provision, including health, and peace and work:  
Prayer Points  
 
Please pray  
- for the challenges with refugee families.  
- the home-group fellowship each month.  
- Sylvia's Ladies Group each week in its witness and discipleship for the women.  
Bless you - David & Sylvia Willson The Bible - Dates & Seasons  
 

 
 
 

Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring 
Music by JS Bach 

 
Jesus all my joy remaineth, 

My heart's solace and my stay 
All my wounds to heal He deigneth, 

On Him all my need I lay 
He's my heart's fond hope and treasure, 
My soul's rapture and dearest pleasure 

He is with me day and night, 
Ever in my heart and sight. 
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Easterfest! 

8th April 

Peter, Thomas, 
Mary Magdalene. 
& Mary told their 

stories 
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Messy church full 
of families 
singing, listening 
to the Easter 
story and plenty 
of crafts 

RAISED 
Leading 

the 
singing 

Prayer tree 
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Life as it is...(154)  
by Jules Noble 
Prison worker in Bolivia with Latin Link  
 
Hi from Oruro, 
 
Hermana Bonifiacia was 78, widowed with nine 
children. She lived up in Alto Oruro with one of her 
single daughters. For many years she had been a 

missionary travelling out to the countryside and returning with greetings from small 
churches in remote places.  
 
At Christmas she began complaining of cataract problems – the general consensus among 
the Quechua Class ladies was, “Don´t let a doctor near your eyes – wait for God to fix them.” 
Just over a month ago she started to have bad water retention but still came down the hill 
to church and went home on foot stopping every couple of hundred metres to rest as she 
refused to take a minibus. 
 
Her daughter took her to the doctor who gave her an injection which made her worse. She 
was then treated at home with herbs but after a couple of weeks she was admitted to the 
Government “Workers´ Hospital” with kidney failure. Complications in her heart and lungs 
quickly followed. The doctors were not really interested in an elderly lady. Pain relief was 
inadequate and when she prayed out loud all night struggling with the pain they made fun 
of her. 
 
The Quechua Class went to visit her one Sunday and then some of us returned during the 
week. She complained about the pain but never stopped encouraging us to keep going in 
our faith. One evening she gave me a list of the songs she wanted at her wake and – even 
though she could hardly talk – sang one of the songs I didn´t recognise. While I was 
receiving instructions on songs, one of the Quechua Class teachers was talking to the family 
in the corridor. Hermana Bonifacia was insisting they took her to church. She didn´t want to 
die in hospital or at home. She wanted to die in the church. A couple of days later three of 
the pastors and I returned and explained again to the family that there was nowhere 
suitable at church to put a bed for her. We offered to go the house and hold a service there 
if they took her home.  
 
They did take her home but she died in the early morning. The wake was held at church 
with a white coffin and we sang and sang in Quechua. I was sent to buy a wreath which 
turned out to be a metre across – fascinating watching the lady weave it – and tricky to 
carry back to church. 
 
The following morning after a short service we headed off to the cemetery. I thought the 
burial would be at the General Cemetery but it was the “clandestine” one in the south and I 
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had to quickly borrow sun block. Camilla saw me off with, “If they give you any food bring it 
back for me.” 
 
The instructions for the burial turned out to be as specific as for the wake. She wanted to be 
buried in the ground, not in a stacker in the General Cemetery. The grave was already dug 
when we arrived so after a few songs and a prayer the coffin was prepared for lowering. 
The lid was removed, a white cloth placed over the body and the coffin lowered into the 
grave with no lid; Hermana had been very specific. The earth was then shovelled in by the 
sons and the pastor.  
 
Betty drove a few of us back to town in her car. Hermana Zenobia was next to me. She 
started to talk about her own children. Of her six, four died leaving only two boys. One of 
the children died at eight months and she travelled back to Oruro with the dead baby 
strapped to her back and then took transport out to the mining centre near where her 
husband was working. She had to stand because the bus was full. Her husband showed no 
empathy when she arrived with the dead child. Another time one of her babies died after a 
few days. She said the devil must have eaten the child because she turned purple. Betty 
gently set her right.  
 
Jules 

31st March 2017           
 
 
  

Bolivia, South 

America 

Oruro 
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Anita Valentine’s Testimony  
at her baptism  
13 April 2017  
 
Seven years ago we moved in next door to a pleasant 
lady, who I soon got to know as Enid! It wasn't long 
before she invited me to join her to go on a Sunday 
afternoon to a small chapel in Pantymwyn, where I went 
with her when I wasn't working.  
 
When I retired I started coming to the coffee mornings here and met some lovely people. 
Christmas time came around and I went along with my husband, Phil, to the Ebenezer Carol 
service held in Bryn Coch School, which we quite enjoyed. I then started coming to church 
here with Enid and once again went to the Carol service in Bryn Coch. I was listening to the 
service and Carols and I realised that I was hearing everything differently this time. I 
thought WOW! What's going on?  
 
I knew then that the Lord was in my heart- I felt different and was keen to share this news 
with Enid. I remember how pleased she was to hear what had happened and promptly gave 
me a Christian book to help me with this new life with Jesus in my heart.  
 
I was keen then to stay for the Bible studies after the coffee morning and also joined the 
Christianity Explored course (thanks to Carolyn coming along with me for moral support).  
 
I then looked to join a Home Group and have happily settled at John and Gwen's. I've 
helped with Playcorner, sang in an Easter choir, surprising myself doing a solo (with moral 
support from Sue), I meet weekly for Bible study with Allyson and recently I've started 
helping at deaf church with the teas and with the help of Helen and Doreen I am slowly 
learning some sign language!  
 
My life has changed since I became a Christian in the way I see and do things. I enjoy 
reading the Bible and reflecting on a daily verse and I am getting to know Jesus better this 
year by reading through a bit of the New Testament and Proverbs each day.  
 
I just know and give thanks that Jesus is in my life and it's for this reason I want to show my 
friends and family by publicly being baptised.  
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Out of Sight but Not Out of Mind 
An update on friends who have moved away but stay in touch. 
This month features… 
 

Leanne Smyth 
 
Where are you living?  
In Harpenden. 
 
What was/is your connection with Ebenezer? 
I began attending Ebenezer when I first moved to Wales from my home in Ireland in Sept 
08. I attended a bit sporadically at first but it wasn’t too long until I was gripped by the 
faithful teaching of God’s Word, and seeing that modelled and lived out in the lives of 
many. It was during my time there that I became and began to grow as a Christian, so the 
church family of Ebenezer are very dear to me and I still consider it my ‘home’ church! I 
went on to do a two-year apprenticeship being trained and discipled in the church along 
with doing the North West Partnership ministry training course. My training and experience 
along with all the love, friendship and support I had in Ebenezer was invaluable to me and I 
am continually thankful to our great God and Father for such a wonderful foundation in not 
only my ministry but also my Christian life. 
 
How long have you been away from us?  
Coming up to four years now, I trained for two years with a church in Potters Bar and 
studied at Oak Hill before starting my full-time job here in Harpenden. 
 
Where are you working? What are your work responsibilities?  
I work for Christ Church Harpenden, an FIEC church. My role there is children’s work 
coordinator; this means I am responsible for the children’s work (children from 0-11 years 
old) across the church family. I am unable to do this work solo and fully depend on a 
wonderful team of volunteers from within the church membership, so my role also includes 
the training and discipling of leaders and future leaders which is a wonderful blessing.  
 
My work includes: 

 Oversight and planning the teaching material across age groups and supporting and 
encouraging those who teach God’s Word each week. 

 Running a weekly kids club and using this also as a training opportunity for junior 
leaders i.e. professing teenagers in the church family (an absolute joy, they love God and 
His Word so much).  

 Encouraging parents in their utmost important role of modelling and teaching God’s 
Word at home. 

 Pastoral support for children, so meeting with some children 1-1 to talk through their 
questions, difficulties, reading the Bible and praying with them. 
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 Being present at a weekly toddler group to make links and build relationships with 
non-church mums in our community, giving termly Bible talks and sometimes evangelistic 
talks at the mum’s social evenings. 
 
Where are you worshiping? What's so good about this church?  
I also worship in CCH! God’s Word is faithfully taught. The church is passionate about 
reaching out to our community. Along with the leadership, there is a faithful core of mature 
believers who are a real model and support to me in both my life and ministry. My pastor is 
Welsh! 
 
What are you most thankful for so far this year? 
I am thankful for parents who have a genuine desire to see their children brought up in love 
and fear of the Lord and who model the priority of church and Bible teaching. One of the 
results of this is that my little children are hungry for God’s Word and there is no greater joy 
than to see children excited about and delighting in God’s Word, genuinely seeking to love 
and follow the Lord Jesus. 
 
Is there anything we should be praying about for you? 
Thank you SO much to all of you who continue to pray for me, I am so so thankful. Please 
give thanks with me for all of the above; God has blessed me immeasurably and it really is 
such a privilege to be here and to testify to all His kindness and work in my life. Please do 
pray on for my relationship with the Lord Jesus, that I would be constantly growing in love 
and knowledge of Him, striving 
each day to become more and 
more obedient to Him and 
growing in His likeness. Please 
pray also that I will be filled with a 
passion for God that will rule over 
all other passions; I have more 
recently found the challenge of 
living in a very middle class area 
and all the luxuries that come 
with that. 
 
I am very thankful to share a 
lovely flat with my good friend 
Mel, pictured left with me. It is a 
joy to have our own place and a 
wonderful blessing to us to share 
great times with our neighbours, 
friends and church family. 
  
 



 

  
 

We wanted to share a very special poem with you to 
mark Easter Sunday. 
 
It’s been written by Tearfund’s very own Junior 

Copywriter Gideon Heugh. We hope you find it as inspiring as we all did in the office! 
 

Devastating beauty 
 

On Friday my hope died. 
The sky wept itself dark 
the ground broke apart 
and all creation cried  
for the bloodied innocence  
hammered into a tree. 
 
There were whispers  
of a torn curtain, 
but they didn’t reach my ears 
or mend my mangled heart 
or stem the bitter tears 
as we took  
the body 
down. 
 
On Saturday we grieved, 
hiding from the troops 
whom we’d once believed 
would be overthrown  
by the carpenter’s boy, 
who had preached and fed 
and healed, 
and was now dead.  

 

 
 
 
 
But then on Sunday –  
The devastating beauty 
of that Sunday –  
when time and space 
were blown out of shape 
and angels wrapped in electric grace 
rolled the impossible away. 
 
'He is not here' 
they proclaimed 
for glory had risen 
our failings were forgiven 
and the rules of life 
and death were rewritten 
as an empty tomb declared, 
‘Love is alive.’

 
Thanks to Gideon for sharing this. Many thanks also to the artist Charlie Mackesy for use 
of his wonderful work ‘The Book of Love’ at the top of this message. 
We'd like to wish you a very Happy Easter, from everybody at Tearfund.  
Thanks for your continued support and interest.  
With every blessing, 
 
Fiona Michael and Hywel Meredydd Davies  
Tearfund Wales 

 
 
 

http://tearfund.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cd19eb0b2a74af14054950f15&id=7bc6430307&e=91194ab5ce


 
 

A sluggard’s appetite is never filled, but the desires of the 

diligent are fully satisfied. 

 

Proverbs 13:4 (NIV) 

 

 
”The expectations of life depend upon diligence; the mechanic that 

would perfect his work must first sharpen his tools.” 

 

- Confucius 

 

Questions for family discussion 

1. What is diligence and why is it important? 

2. When is it important to be diligent? 

3. Have you ever wanted to finish something so much that you rushed to 

complete it? 

4. Would taking more time and care have produced a better result? 

Explain your answer. 

5. How has God shown diligence towards you? 

6. Who can you ask for help to show more diligence and patience in your 

life?  

 

Children’s  

Pull out page 



 
 

Find out what Proverbs 6:6 Says: 

 



 

 

 

Who’s Who and What’s on 
at Ebenezer Baptist Church   Mold 

“Worshipping God, loving his people,  
 making and equipping disciples... 

locally and globally.” 
 
 

 

Pastor 
Rev. John Richards 

Assistant Pastor 
Rev. Ben Slatter 

Elders 
Dr. Jonathan Edwards 

Mr. Jonathan Wells  
Mr. Matthew Wynn 

Sunday Services 
Morning Service 10:30am 
Junior Church & Young Teens 10:30am 
Evening Service 6:00pm 

 
 

Deacons 
Mrs. Alison Bennett 

Mr. James Mitton 
Secretary: Mr. Allan Peters  

Treasurer: Mr. Kelvin Redmile 
Mr. Andrew Scarsbrook 
Mr. Jonathan Sherwood 

Other Secretaries 
Administration: Anne Peters  

Gift Aid: Mrs. Diane Turner  
Gift Aid: Mrs. Helen Wynn          

 

Weekly Activities 

Prayer Meeting ……………………………………………………………….. 7:30-8:00am Mondays 

Polski Klub (Term time, fortnightly)……………….………………….  3:30-4:30pm Mondays 

Coffee Morning/Luncheon & Bible Courses (see notice sheet) ………………. Tuesdays 

Prayer Meeting (Alternating with Home Groups) ……………………. 7:30pm Tuesdays 

Deaf Church ………………………………………………………………………. 7:30pm Wednesdays 

Playcorner  (Term time) ……………………………………………………… 9:45am Wednesdays 

Playcorner  (Term time) ………………………………………………………….. 9:45am Thursdays 

Y Gorlan  …………………………………………………………………………  3:00-5:00pm Thursdays 

Young(ish) Women’s Bible Study (Term time, fortnightly)……………. 1:30pm Fridays  

Junior Covenanters age 7-10 (Term time) ………….……………………….. 6:15pm Fridays 

Covenanters age 11+ (Term time) …………………………………………….… 7:30pm Fridays 

Residential Home Services 
Contact: Mr Graham Wright 
1st Sunday  Lexham Green @2:30pm 
2nd Sunday  The Cottage @2:30pm 
3rd Sunday   Bryn Yr Haul @3:00pm 

 

Contact  
Tel: 01352 754 341  

Web: www.ebenezermold.co.uk 
 


