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Peace ? by Matt Wynn 

What do you want? What do you really want? If you believe the media 

(advertising) then what you want can range from the latest gadget, to the 

smartest car, to the aftershave that wants you to be “true to yourself”! The list 

is endless!!! 

I suggest that if you talk to most people, especially in the aftermath of the 

recent tragic event in Manchester (where 22 people were killed and many 

more injured), then the answer would be very different, many people would 

call for justice many others would call for peace! 

But what actually is peace? Is it just a cessation of conflict, an end of war? 

 

 In the Bible the Hebrew word Shalom is understood around the world to mean 

"peace" and appears over 500 times.   

However, "peace" is only one small part of the meaning. 

It means so much more! 

Shalom means completeness, wholeness, health, peace, welfare, safety 

soundness, tranquillity, prosperity, perfectness, fullness, rest, harmony, the 

absence of agitation or discord. Shalom comes from the root 

verb shalom meaning to be complete, perfect and full. 

Friends the truth is God wants us to flourish in harmony, living lives of 

wholeness. 

Adam and Eve knew shalom until they sinned and peace/shalom was broken 

and ever since mankind has been separated from God because of sin. 

The good news is that there is one who fixes the broken relationships, who 

restores the peace. The prophet Isaiah looking forward to Jesus declared: 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on 

his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Is9:6) 

 

Jesus is the Prince of Peace, the angels at His birth also sang “Glory to God in 

the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” 

(Luke 2: 14) 

 

Before we can enjoy peace with one another, we must be at peace with God 

and this is only possible through the Prince of Peace! 

Jesus dying on a cross in our place restores us to living at peace with God, we 

can experience true shalom once more. 
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Paul confirms this in Romans telling us: “Therefore, since we have been 

justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 

(Rom 5vs 1) 

  

God instructed Moses to tell Araron to bless the Israelites with the now 

famous words we find in Numbers 6, I leave it with you to consider and dwell 

on the peace that only God can give: 

 

“The Lord bless you and keep you; 

 the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

 the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” 

(Nu 6:24-26) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MIDDLE EAST BIBLICAL POWER TODAY Psalm 34:4-8  

Speak Life Daily March-May 2017 Edition Day 22 &23 

Submitted by Richard Pollard  

There are around 17 countries in the Middle East. The population is 
approximately 500 million and Islam is the largest religion. However, 
thousands of people secretly believe in Jesus Christ as their Saviour. People are 
thirsty for the Word of God. Bibles For Mideast distributes Bibles free of cost 
and establishes house churches among them. The following story may seem 
unbelievable to many of us in the West, but it is part of daily reality for 
Christians in the Suffering Middle East Church.  

This account is from Bible4mideast.com; Christian Today  

"I am Haroon (name not real), a young Arab, born and brought up in a 
prominent Muslim family of the Middle East. My father was one of the top 
religious authorities, enforcing Sharia law in respect to religious behaviour in 
the state. I am a trained sharp shooter. And I was commanding a militant wing 
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to protect the religion. A few weeks ago, I got information that a Christian 
group was going to have a baptism service in the Arabian sea. I picked up 
militants and rushed to the seashore. We were 19 members in our wing for the 
operation. Our ultimate aim was to kill everybody in the sea itself. We wanted 
the world to wake up hearing this as breaking news so that Christians must 
fear Muslims and stop evangelising them from our region. But the baptism 
service was over and the baptisers [were] in a bus before we reached the 
seashore. We followed and shot at the bus several times. Within seconds, a 
giant dust storm formed in front of our vehicles ... We all got down from our 
cars and continued shooting through the dust storm. Suddenly we saw Christ 
Jesus appear in the dust storm. With a mighty voice he told us, ‘Why are you 
persecuting me?'  

"His voice produced a strong wind and we all fell down on the road. Our guns 
flew away from us. Somehow we stood up from the road, but we were unable 
to say anything. Our voices were lost. Jesus said again, ‘I came to the world not 
to destroy anyone; but to save you. Go in peace’. He disappeared. The dust 
storm also disappeared with him. We experienced both terrible fear and an 
abundant peace [at the same] time. We never had such experience in our life 
before.  

“We got our voices back. We praised and thanked God, except two of us;” 
Haroon says. Those two said, “it's not from God”. We had a quarrel between us 
but they argued with some quotes. And we left the place in confusion. I shared 
about it with my father. He warned me not to tell others. But after this 
incident, our wing became silent from militant activities. After a few days, our 

family had an evening bonfire in the desert. My 
sister Hajira was bitten by a Sahara Horned Viper, a 
highly poisonous snake, and [was] admitted to the 
hospital in a dying position. An angel appeared 
before her while she was sleeping and told her 
about Jesus, the Saviour and the Healer. She shared 

it with me and I became very happy. We both prayed to Jesus to save us and 
guide us. “Unexpectedly Pastor Paul of the Bibles for Mideast came to the 
hospital room; he told us the angel that appeared before my sister appeared to 
him too and asked him to visit us. Pastor called us both by our names. He said 
to me, 'Haroon, during a dust storm, Lord Jesus saved me and my group from 
your gun point, after the baptism service at the seashore, appearing as a 
Mighty and Wonderful Man showing His protecting and lovely hands towards 
us with a sweet smile. I was one among them and was leading the group. The 
pastor said again, 'So believe in Jesus as your Lord and Saviour’.  
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"I [then] understood, at the same time Lord Jesus Christ appeared before His 
own people as a Mighty Protector with sweet smile; but like a blazing fire 
towards His persecutors. I and my sister confessed our sins and accepted Jesus 
as our Lord and Saviour. The pastor prayed over us and my sister was totally 
healed. My father had been kept in mind which I shared [with] him about the 
experience of [the] dust storm. The healing of Hajira made him [make] a 
decision to believe in Jesus. And all of my family members became believers. 
17 militants, who were with me also accepted Lord Jesus Christ as their 
saviour. We are praying for other two and also for the Muslim world to be 
saved”. 

Praise God He is the same ‘yesterday, today and forever;' and that He saves 
and heals to bring sinners to faith in Christ. Pray for the Islamic world.  

Praise God that Bibles for the Mideast underground churches have conducted 
1268 baptisms of former Muslims, 613 of those in Saudi Arabia. Pray WIDER for 
continued hunger for the Living God amongst these dear people.  

Praise God that a deep seed of faith was sown in the hearts of Haroon, his 
family and his fellow gunmen. Pray DEEPER that he may become a modern 
"Paul" to Muslims.  

 
Mission News Update  
Pat and Alan Davey 
 
About you and your family 

1. Tell us a little about yourself? 
We’re Alan and Pat Davey; we have two children, Gwilym and Catrin, who are 
both studying at University. 

2. Where do you live and work? 
We live and work in Bordeaux in the South-West of France. 

3. What did you do prior to going out to your present mission situation? 
Alan was a pastor in Shotton in North Wales and Pat was a nurse at Deeside 
Community Hospital. 
 
Your work 

4. Job title: 
Missionary. We are sent here to reach people with the gospel. 

5. Tell us a little about what you do and what is a typical week: 
We are planting an international church in the heart of the city of Bordeaux, 
and we are also involved in the work of a Christian bookshop here, so a typical 
week will involve serving in the bookshop, drinking coffee and talking with 
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people, doing Bible studies and praying with people, welcoming people to our 
home for Bible Study, prayer and a meal, preparing messages, helping with 
street evangelism, leading worship and preaching. 

6. What inspired you to go and do this work? 
A sense of call to pastoral ministry and the need for gospel witness, particularly 
in France. We’d prayed in our UK church for God to send people overseas for 
long-term service, and he sent us. 

7. What do you find the hardest part of your job? 
Patience. The work is slow in France. Knowing how to pace everything is hard.  

8. What gives you greatest pleasure in your role? 
Seeing people respond to God’s word. 

9. How often do you return back ‘home’ or go away from your place of 
service? 

Every year. It’s not far, thankfully. 
10.  Anything else you would like to mention?  

Thanks so much for asking for this information! 
11. As a church how can we help and encourage you? 

Your concern to pray for us and to stay informed of our work so you can pray 
intelligently is really encouraging. Also stay true to the gospel so that we know 
that it is possible to stay faithful over the long-haul. 

12.  What is the best way for us to contact you?  
Email : alandavey@gmail.com 

13.  We have linked each House Group with a particular 
missionary/couple in an attempt to personalise our relationship with 
you. As a House Group how can they help/encourage you? How can 
we make our contact more personal?  

It’s always great to get emails or messages on Facebook or whatever.  
We’re always touched and encouraged. 

14.  What do you miss most about not being in the UK and can we help in 
this area? 

Alan most misses pastors’ fraternal. Here they’re quarterly and with little 
discussion. We both miss our friends and family. 

15.   Any special prayer requests? 
Conversions, please! And for the church to take root and grow! 

16.  How often do you return back ‘home’ or go away from your place of 
service? 

Every year. It’s not far, thankfully. 
17.  Anything else you would like to mention?  

Thanks so much for asking for this information! 
 
 

mailto:alandavey@gmail.com
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And Finally…  

Meet & Greet is the programme we run at Heathrow Airport during September to 
welcome and help arriving international students. We run it in partnership with the 
Airport Chaplaincy.  It’s part of my London role to help recruit a team of volunteers! 
I’m looking for people who have a couple of hours to spare in September who would 
like to join the team. The only qualifications are that volunteers must be Christians 
and over the age of 18! It’s a great opportunity to show Christ’s love in a very 
practical way. Please pray that we would have a strong team of volunteers so we can 
run a full programme this September. If you know anyone who’d be interested in 
helping then I’d love to hear from them.  

Thank you so much for your prayers, support and encouragement. I thank God for 
you.  You’ll find key diary dates for prayer over the page as usual.   

With Love, Kirsten 
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Steffan Hughes’ Testimony at his Baptism 23 April 2017 

It was in 2013 while living in Staines (west-London) when my wife Karolina 

went into labour with our youngest child Caled, that God made his presence 

known to me. Karolina became pregnant with Caled, while Cynan and myself 

were over the moon with the news.  

We went to St Peters hospital in Cherstey and for the first time I became 

scared, Karolina saw that I was scared and told me that I could go to the 

waiting room.  

Till this day I will never forgive myself for leaving Karolina and Caled to wait in 

the waiting room. After 40-45 minute in the waiting room I went to see what 

was going on, and saw Karolina by herself. I looked to see if Caled was next to 

her but he wasn’t there. Karolina told me that doctor took him somewhere, so 

I went looking for the doctor. I saw the doctor and he took me to the intensive 

care unit where Caled was. He told me that Caled wasn't breathing and they 

had to put him on a breathing machine.  

When I saw him in this sorry state I went to the nearest room where I locked 

myself in and prayed like I never prayed before. I asked Jesus Christ, that if he 

was real now was the time to show me. Back then I knew about him but did 

not follow nor understand everything about him. But after praying I said that if 

Caled was to pull through this I would do my best to get to know him and what 

he did for us.  

After praying I felt at peace, I went out and the doctor took me to Caled. He 

said that he was breathing without the help of the machine.  

I now know that God got my attention about him and ever since I have been a 

follower of Jesus Christ. I started reading books about Jesus Christ so I could 

know who he was. I read The Book of Mormon, Quran, Gnostic gospels, 

everything I could get my hands on, and realised that the Jesus of the Bible was 

the true Jesus and the other religious books about him were false.  

I read other non-biblical books from Jewish (Josephus), Greek (Lucian of 

Samosata), Roman (Tacitus), which prove and say that Jesus was on this 

planet. After reading everything I finally realise that what Jesus Christ did and 

said was the truth and nothing but. I now read the King James Bible and now 

know what is needed to be done. I have now accepted Jesus in my life I'm 

100% sure he heard me pray and now I’m ready to follow him to the end.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josephus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tacitus


9 
 

Biblical Encouragement by Kelvin Redmile 

Why not encourage someone today? It doesn’t take much. “OH, yes it does!”. 

“OH, no it doesn’t!”  

Worldly encouragement often takes little effort but biblical encouragement 

takes a lot more and is focussed and orientated in a different direction.  

Worldly encouragement looks like this: 

“Well done!” 

“Go for it!” 

“I’ll pray for you” (and of course not really praying for them at all) 

 “Thank you so much for all you do” 

“A round of applause and a pat on the back” 

These encouragements take only a few seconds but they are not true biblical 

encouragement although they might have value.  

Worldly encouragement elevates and glorifies SELF. Biblical encouragement 

glorifies GOD as the benefactor of any success or achievement and the Great 

Comforter in times of defeat or suffering. 

Do you know the King James Version (KJV) does not have the word encourage 

in the New Testament at all. It’s simply not there. In the Old Testament it 

appears a few times but normally in the context of ‘encouraging oneself in the 

Lord’, not about encouraging others. 

In the KJV (and the original Greek), the word used is ‘comfort’. 

Even that is not helpful, because in current times the word ‘comfort’ has a 

more ‘there, there’ type ring to it. 

The Greek word for ‘comfort’ properly translated means:-- 

‘to call upon’ 

‘to invite or ask’ 

‘to draw close or near to someone’ 

So the biblical ‘encourage one another’ actually means to be there for them 

because you are moved with compassion to be there for them at their 

invitation and call. That takes, what so many of us seem to have so little of, 

namely, ‘TIME’’. 

Let us all make sure that when we encourage each other biblically, it’s not 

flattery or false praise but it really is a drawing alongside someone and 

providing Godly support when they struggle with the big issues in life and the 

small issues too. After all, we all struggle, don’t we! 

 

 

 
Mold Don’t forget the 
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Hi from Oruro 

Life as it is...(155) 

by Jules Noble prison worker in Bolivia with Latin Link 

I had been in La Paz for the morning and arrived at the strangely silent bus 

terminal at 1pm to head back to Oruro. A TV crew was just leaving and there 

were none of the usual shouts of “Oruro, Oruro, Oruro ”,“ Cochabamba para 

ahorita” etc. At the Naser stand the guy told me there was a blockade by 

miners at Caracollo on the road to Oruro so no buses were leaving.  

I rang Simo to ask her to run the Restoring Hope meeting that night if I did not 

get back in time and then headed up to El Alto to see if any transport was 

leaving from there. There were no buses but three surubis (seven seater cars) 

were lined up to go to Oruro. The fare was 80Bs. The bus fare ranges from as 

low as 10Bs up to 30Bs, but despite the price the first car quickly filled and we 

left. 

Just after Konani, and just before the very long stationary line of buses and 

coaches, we left the dual carriageway and turned west along a dirt track 

towards Cala Cala and then south following the gas pipe. It seemed as though 

we were heading into the middle of nowhere 

passing lots of derelict houses and plots growing 

quinoa in all its shades of red, yellow and green. 

We passed a large herd of llamas and the cholita 

sitting next to me (and maintaining her hat in 

position despite the lurching of the car) pointed 

out a very cute grey baby llama. “We had one 

just like that,” she said, “the mother spat on us when we tried to butcher it.” 

Soon we joined a line of other vehicles. At one point the coaches and low 

lorries in the line got stuck at a short descent and only the lorries with higher 

clearance and cars made it past that point. The vocal cholita told the driver 

(who knew this part of the countryside well) off for not stopping to indicate to 

the coach drivers that there was a route suitable for buses behind the hills to 

the west.  

We eventually joined a tarmacked road and there was a debate about whether 

to turn east or west (no one was quite sure where the miners were blocking) 

but in the end we went west arriving at Eucaliptus whose white church with 

red designs painted on the front seemed the only interesting feature. From 
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there we took another dirt road to La Joya where the staff and soldiers at the 

customs post were having a very exciting day with all the unexpected traffic. 

Fortunately they only searched the lorries. The petrol tankers in the line of 

vehicles had to do a detour to avoid a very sharp bend.  

From La Joya we were again on a tarmacked road and eventually the 

distinctive shape of the hill Oruro is built around came into view. The sun was 

shining at one side and the other was completely black with lightning jumping 

around.  

We arrived in Oruro to find that it had just rained and hailed very heavily. A lot 

of streets were flooded and others covered in a thick layer of slushy hail. No 

taxis were available so there was no alternative but to get very wet feet. 

Arriving home I got changed quickly and made it to the office just in time for 

the Restoring Hope meeting. 

 

 

Editor’s Choice 

 

 Bill Gates, Heaven and Saint Peter  
 

 

hen Bill Gates died, he went up to Heaven, where Saint Peter showed him 
to his house; a beautiful 20-room house, with grounds and a tennis court. 

Bill Gates was pleased, and spent many months enjoying the amenities of 
Heaven. One day, he was enjoying one of Heaven's many fine parks, when he 
ran into a man dressed in a fine tailored suit.  
        
      "That is a nice suit, my friend," said Gates. "Where did you get it?"  
        
      "Actually" the man replied, "I was given a hundred of these when I got 
here. I've been treated really well. I got a mansion on a hill overlooking a 
beautiful hill, with a huge five-hundred acre estate, a golf course, and three 
Rolls Royces."  
        
      "Were you a Pope, or a doctor healing the sick?" asked Gates.  
        
      "No," said his new friend, "Actually, I was the captain of the Titanic."  
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      Hearing this made Gates so angry that he immediately stalked off to find St. 
Peter.  
   
      Cornering Peter, he told him about the man he had just met, saying, "How 
could you give me a paltry new house, while you're showering new cars, a 
mansion, and fine suits on the Captain of the Titanic?  
        
      I invented the Windows operating system! Why does he deserve better?"  
        
      "Yes, but we use Windows," replied Peter, "and the Titanic only crashed 
once." 

 Scripture Sale  
 

 

he owner of an old-fashioned corner grocery store in a small country 
town was fond of quoting a scripture after each sale. He had three old 

friends that would sit around a pot-bellied stove, playing checkers on a faded 
board. His ability to produce a scripture for all occasions never ceased to 
amuse the old timers, and they would listen to see what verse he would come 
up with relevant to the sale made.  
        
      A lady purchased some material and he said, "She seeketh wool, and flax, 
and worketh willingly with her hands." A man bought a sack of flour; he said, 
"Man does not live by bread alone, but every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God." A little boy bought some candy and as he rung it up he quoted, 
"Suffer the little children to come unto Me."  
        
      It was nearly closing time when the chimes over the door jangled loudly. A 
well dressed young man, obviously a stranger from one of the larger towns 
down the road, entered.  
        
      "Help you?" offered the proprietor. "I need a blanket for my horse," said 
the man. "He's out in his trailer and it's too cold for just one. Bring me the 
nicest one you've got!"  
        
      The store owner went in the back storeroom and came back with a brown 
blanket. "That'll be five dollars."  
        
 



 

  
 

      "Five dollars? You've got to be kidding!” said the man. "This horse is a thoroughbred. He 
gets only the best! He wouldn't stand still for an old five dollar blanket." Without comment, 
the store owner took back the blanket, then merely selected a different colour and brought it 
out. "This one's $25 dollars."  
        
      "Now, look," said the young man. "Perhaps I didn't make myself plain. This isn't just any old 
horse! He's worth thousands! Now I want the best, most expensive blanket you've got! 
Comprende?" The owner once more went into the storeroom, pulled out another colour of 
the same material and brought it back. "This is the only one left, and it's $100."  
        
      "Now that's more like it!" enthused the fellow as he paid. Throwing the five dollar blanket 
over his shoulder, he left. The old timers stared silently at the shopkeeper as they waited to 
see what possible scripture he could come up with for that sale! Going behind the register, he 
rang up the hundred dollars and said, "He was a stranger, and I took him in." 

 

 

  



 
 

So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the 

Law and the Prophets. 
Matthew 7:12 (NIV) 

44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may 

be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, 

and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  

Matthew 5:44 – 45 (NIV) 

 

“Tolerance isn't about not having beliefs. It's about how your beliefs lead you to treat 

people who disagree with you.” 

Timothy Keller 

 

 

Questions for family discussion 

1. What is tolerance and why is it important? 

2. When is it important to be tolerant? 

3. Have you ever found yourself disagreeing with someone’s opinion? 

4. Could you have behaved differently/in a more tolerant way in that situation? 

5. How has God shown tolerance towards you? 

6. Is it ever ok to show intolerance, either towards a person or a situation? (for 

example someone hurting you, or taking your things from you when they shouldn’t) 

7. Who can you ask for help to show more tolerance in your life?  
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Who’s Who and What’s on 
at Ebenezer Baptist Church   Mold 

“Worshipping God, loving his people,  
 making and equipping disciples... 

locally and globally.” 
 
 

 

Pastor 
Rev. John Richards 

Assistant Pastor 
Rev. Ben Slatter 

Elders 
Dr. Jonathan Edwards 

Mr. Jonathan Wells  
Mr. Matthew Wynn 

Sunday Services 
Morning Service 10:30am 
Junior Church & Young Teens 10:30am 
Evening Service 6:00pm 

 
 

Deacons 
Mrs. Alison Bennett 

Mr. James Mitton 
Secretary: Mr. Allan Peters  

Treasurer: Mr. Kelvin Redmile 
Mr. Andrew Scarsbrook 
Mr. Jonathan Sherwood 

Other Secretaries 
Administration: Anne Peters  

Gift Aid: Mrs. Diane Turner  
Gift Aid: Mrs. Helen Wynn          

 

Weekly Activities 

Prayer Meeting ……………………………………………………………….. 7:30-8:00am Mondays 

Polski Klub (Term time, fortnightly)……………….………………….  3:30-4:30pm Mondays 

Coffee Morning/Luncheon & Bible Courses (see notice sheet) ………………. Tuesdays 

Prayer Meeting (Alternating with Home Groups) ……………………. 7:30pm Tuesdays 

Deaf Church ………………………………………………………………………. 7:30pm Wednesdays 

Playcorner  (Term time) ……………………………………………………… 9:45am Wednesdays 

Playcorner  (Term time) ………………………………………………………….. 9:45am Thursdays 

Y Gorlan  …………………………………………………………………………  3:00-5:00pm Thursdays 

Young(ish) Women’s Bible Study (Term time, fortnightly)……………. 1:30pm Fridays  

Junior Covenanters age 7-10 (Term time) ………….……………………….. 6:15pm Fridays 

Covenanters age 11+ (Term time) …………………………………………….… 7:30pm Fridays 

Residential Home Services 
Contact: Mr Graham Wright 
1st Sunday  Lexham Green @2:30pm 
2nd Sunday  The Cottage @2:30pm 
3rd Sunday   Bryn Yr Haul @3:00pm 

 

Contact  
Tel: 01352 754 341  

Web: www.ebenezermold.co.uk 
 


