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Battling envy by Ben Slatter  

How do you feel when your neighbour shows you 
around the new extension they have recently had 
installed? How do you feel when your colleague gets 
a promotion or drives to work in a brand-new car? 
How do you feel when your friend seems to eat 
whatever she wants and she still stays thin? 

All of us struggle with envy and jealousy. Francis Schaeffer defines jealousy as 
“Enjoying the failure and misfortune of others while getting terribly upset 
about the success and good fortune of others.” Romans 12:15 says “Rejoice 
with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep,” but envy weeps when 
another person rejoices and rejoices when another person weeps.  

Envy sucks the joy out of life but worse than that, if we do not deal with the 
envy in our hearts, it will lead us down a path of destruction. Satan was the 
most beautiful angel in heaven until one day a thought came into his mind, 
“Hold on, I’m number two. I deserve better than this!” Envy made it impossible 
for Satan to enjoy his beautiful existence in heaven. His envy turned him into a 
liar, a murderer and a thief and sent him on a spiralling path of destruction. It 
will do the same to us if we believe his lie and let envy stagnate and fester in 
our hearts. 

What do we do when we find ourselves filled with envy and jealousy? 

Firstly, we humble ourselves. Envy is connected to pride. It comes from 
thinking to ourselves “I deserve that and they don’t!” When envy eats away at 
us on the inside we need to remind our hearts that we do not deserve first 
place in the universe. We deserve to be wiped out for our sin and yet in his 
great love for us Christ was wiped out in our place. We need to remember that 
every day we receive new grace to be God’s children and we don’t deserve any 
of it.   

Secondly, we repent of the idol which is causing the jealousy. Our envy reveals 
that something has become more important to our hearts than God. We have 
crafted an idol to serve our biggest idol of ‘self’. I am filled with jealousy at my 
colleague’s promotion because my work or my bank balance has become more 
important to me than Christ in that moment. My friends holiday photos on the 
beach are eating away at me because I desire comfort or an attractive body 
more than I desire Christ. I am envious of that person at college and constantly 
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put them down behind their back because they are threatening my idol of 
popularity. Envy always reveals something which has become more important 
to you than God which you need to confess and repent of.  

In your envy turn to God. Humble yourself and repent of your idols. Lay them 
down at the feet of Christ. He is the opposite of envy. He doesn’t rejoice over 
our failures. He weeps with us and was so moved by our brokenness that he 
took the consequences of our sin on himself to redeem us. Jesus rejoices when 
sinners like us get good things we don’t deserve. He couldn’t bear the thought 
of moving into eternity without us and delights to share his throne and glory 
with us. 

Christ’s love is the answer to our envy. It humbles our hearts and leads us to 
repentance. It pardons our sin and empowers us to change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For those who don’t already know, 

a new member of the Wright family 
will be joining us after the summer. 

Baby Wright is due the end of 
September! 

Gareth, Elaine and Toby write, “Our summer is pretty busy as usual:   

- Elaine and Toby arrive in the UK on 28th June with Gareth following on 8th 
July.  

-We hope to be sharing in Mold (Ebenezer) on Sunday 16th and Tuesday 
18th.  

-We will be together in Northern Ireland 8th—14th July, with Elaine and 
Toby returning to N.I. on 26th July for 2.5 weeks.  
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‘Jesus wept’ John 11:35 by Kelvin Redmile 

‘When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her 
also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled.  

 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. 
“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 

 Jesus wept.’ 
 

In 2015, BBC Radio invited celebrities and those in public office to come on to a 
programme and speak upon the subject “What makes us human?”.   Ken Dodd was a 
participant. Which unique emotion did he choose from his Number 1 Hits of 
“Happiness, the greatest gift that I possess” or “Tears for souvenirs”? In fact Sir Ken 
chose neither, but, rather, “Imagination”. 

Other writers, say it’s our innate sense of curiosity; or is it our creative and artistic 
ability? Or is it something far darker and sinister? Education and learning was another.  
One well-known clergyman* came on to the programme and declared what he 
thought makes us truly human and the transcript follows:  

Recently I visited one of the centres in Erbil where thousands of Christian 
refugees are living. One woman told me of their frightening and rapid flight 
from their home in the city of Mosul as ISIS terrorists advanced. She told me 
that her Muslim neighbours of many, many, years wept to see them leave.  

Here, in the midst of the most awful suffering, is a 
true sign of what makes us human. We weep.  

The tears of true weeping are powerful in all that 
they can express. They flow because we are heart-
broken at what is or has been lost or destroyed. As 
human beings we know, at the deepest level, what is 

truly good for us, and it is not the latest car or mobile phone. Perhaps we 
shed a tear over them occasionally. But, we do not weep! We weep at the 
death or departure of a loved one. We weep at wanton destruction of 
friendship, even at the destruction of our much loved environment. We 
weep because, in fact, we are not indifferent to goodness. We care 
passionately about all that is good, and not just about 'my personal 
goodness' but for all that is truly good, objectively good, good for others, 
good for our common good.  

Sometimes we weep with rage. These tears are born of our innate sense of 
justice, when we see a situation which is 'crying out to heaven for justice'. 
Often those tears will be fuelled by our sense of helplessness for the evil 
being done is beyond our influence. But that does not dull our sense of 
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outrage at innocent suffering, at horrendous abuse of a person's integrity or 
dignity. Pope Francis says that we will never truly tackle the horrendous 
problem of human trafficking, modern day slavery, until we learn again how 
to weep.  

Such tears come from the heart, from our inner self, from our soul. They 
point to that dimension of being human which goes beyond the immediate, 
which sees beyond the facts, to an awareness of the deeper values. They 
mark us out from the animal world with its refined instincts but absence of 
moral sense and decision making.  

“There is another source of tears which we must not hide away. Each of us is 
capable of shedding tears of regret and of repentance. Here, perhaps, we 
come to the most inner part of ourselves. We reflect on our behaviour. We 
judge our behaviour. We face the uncomfortable truth of our waywardness 
and we repent. This is the realm of conscience, that inner capacity within 
every human being by which we recognize in what we do, the difference 
between good and evil.  

These tears of repentance are the most valuable. Through them we set out 
on the road of forgiveness, the road of new possibilities, the road of a new 
freedom to start again. Tears of a confession, when shed in the embrace of 
love, evoke mercy and forgiveness. That is certainly true of the love of God. 
And when we seek and find forgiveness we, as human beings, appear in all 
our nobility, as most powerfully reflecting the image 
and likeness of God in which we have been created.  

Then, of course, come the tears of joy. They begin in 
sheer relief that a burden has been laid down, a 
locked door sprung open. But then they become 
tears of wondrous gratitude that I am loved and that 
life again is filled with light.  

Long may we weep. Then we will discover again our 
“humanity”.  

*Cardinal Vincent Nichols on the Jeremy Vine’s show, Being Human. 1 July 2015 

 

For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten son, that 

whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.  

John 3:16 
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Street Pastors in Chester by Chris Callanan 
 
Chris Callanan, Street Pastor in Chester, received this encouraging email from 
the CCTV supervisor commending the work of the patrol that went out on 
Saturday Race Day evening:  
“It is good to know that as ‘we let our light shine before others they will see 
our good works and give glory to our Father in heaven.’ So keep up the good 
work and be encouraged that we are making a difference for God (even though 
sometimes we don’t feel we are).” Mike Meynell, Co-coordinator 
 
It was good to receive this encouragement recently after helping a girl who had 
cut her foot badly. 
 
It is now about 5 years since I became a Chester Street pastor and I want to tell 
you about this amazing opportunity God has given me to be His disciple out on 
the streets of Chester. 
 
Since 2009, Street Pastors have been walking the streets of Chester City Centre 
on a Friday and Saturday night to demonstrate God’s love by helping folk in 
practical ways when they need it and talking to those who want to know more 
about our faith. It is wonderful to take ‘church’ outside as most folk rarely set 
foot inside a church building.  We are able to bring the good news to them in a 
non-threatening way.  
 
We usually go out about once a month, in a group of 3 or 4 pastors, between 
10pm and 3am, which is when there is most need for help. We wear a 
distinctive uniform and carry a radio which is linked to the operator of the 
CCTV cameras around the city. We carry first aid, bottles of water for those 
dehydrated from consuming too much alcohol, flip flops for ladies who can no 
longer walk in their high heels, warm hats, scarves, gloves and socks for those 
who are cold, sleeping out on the streets and even lollipops for those who 
need to be shown some love!  On average in a year we give out 1900 pairs of 
flip flops and 600 bottles of water. We sweep up any broken glass we see and 
dispose of over 3000 empty glass bottles to help keep the pavements safe. 
 
You may think the streets at night could be quite scary but I have never felt 
threatened, in fact the opposite!  It is usually really good humored and fun. We 
are supported by Prayer Pastors who pray for us from their own homes, for our 
safety, for God to lead us to where we are needed and for opportunities for 
good conversations. 
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Typical questions we are asked are “What on earth possesses you to come out 
on the streets at night to look after revelers - and for free?”   “What are Street 
Pastors anyway?”    “Are you God?”   “Are you an angel?”   “What do you 
believe?”     “Why do you do it?”   So, it is not hard to tell them how much God 
loves them.  We are not out to preach, but in answer to such questions it is 
easy to tell people about Jesus.  It may be the only chance they get to hear the 
‘Good News’. 
 
If you would like to know more, please ask me and if you would be interested 
in becoming a Street Pastor contact our Co-coordinator Mike Meynell on 
07812 203132.  We are short of Pastors at the moment which means extra 
shifts sometimes. 
 
This is probably the most fulfilling and effective thing that I do as a Christian 
and it is very exciting.  Yes, it is hard going at times (especially in the cold and 
rain!) and means a few late nights, but so rewarding. It is such a privilege to be 
part of God’s work in the city. 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to consider becoming a Street Pastor and need some first-
hand advice and information please talk to two of our experienced Street 

Pastors, Chris Callanan and Moira Reynolds. 

Chris Callanan in his blue Street Pastor uniform 
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http://www.christian.org.uk 
Public support 
Responding to the statement, “If a politician believes that gay sex is a sin* they should be free to express it”, 
two thirds of Brits (64 per cent) agreed, while just one third (32 per cent) disagreed. 

Colin Hart, Director of The Christian Institute, said: “Politicians should not be silenced or hounded out of office 
just for holding these views; otherwise we diminish our democracy and risk marginalising millions of ordinary 
people.” 

*traditional views are not tolerated in the recent hounding out of Lib Dem leader Tim Farron. 
  

 
 

 
  



 
 
 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy—think about such things. 
Philippians 4:8(NIV) 
 
“We need to internalise this idea of excellence. Not many folks spend a lot of time trying 
to be excellent.” -- Barack Obama 

 
 

 

 
Questions for family discussion 

1. What is excellence and why is it important? 
2. When is it important to try to be excellent? 
3. What are the consequences of not trying to be excellent in what you are doing? 
4. How has God shown excellence towards you? 
5. Who can you ask to help you have an attitude that tries to attain excellence in all 

you do? 
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Can you find out what Proverbs 22:29 says? 

 

 



 
 

 

Who’s Who and What’s on 
at Ebenezer Baptist Church   Mold 

“Worshipping God, loving his people, 
 making and equipping disciples...

locally and globally.”

Pastor 
Rev. John Richards 

Assistant Pastor 
Rev. Ben Slatter 

Elders 
Dr. Jonathan Edwards 
Mr. Jonathan Wells  

Mr. Matthew Wynn 

Sunday Services 
Morning Service 10:30am 
Junior Church & Young Teens 10:30am 
Evening Service 6:00pm 

Deacons
Mrs. Alison Bennett

Mr. James Mitton
Secretary: Mr. Allan Peters 

Treasurer: Mr. Kelvin Redmile
Mr. Andrew Scarsbrook
Mr. Jonathan Sherwood

Other Secretaries
Administration: Anne Peters 

Gift Aid: Mrs. Diane Turner
Gift Aid: Mrs. Helen Wynn         

 

Weekly Activities 

Prayer Meeting ……………………………………………………………….. 7:30-8:00am Mondays 
Polski Klub (Term time, fortnightly)……………….………………….  3:30-4:30pm Mondays 
Coffee Morning/Luncheon & Bible Courses (see notice sheet) ………………. Tuesdays 
Prayer Meeting (Alternating with Home Groups) ……………………. 7:30pm Tuesdays 
Deaf Church ………………………………………………………………………. 7:30pm Wednesdays 
Playcorner  (Term time) ……………………………………………………… 9:45am Wednesdays 
Playcorner  (Term time) ………………………………………………………….. 9:45am Thursdays 
Y Gorlan  …………………………………………………………………………  3:00-5:00pm Thursdays 
Young(ish) Women’s Bible Study (Term time, fortnightly)……………. 1:30pm Fridays 
Junior Covenanters age 7-10 (Term time) ………….……………………….. 6:15pm Fridays 
Covenanters age 11+ (Term time) …………………………………………….… 7:30pm Fridays 

Residential Home Services 
Contact: Mr Graham Wright 
1st Sunday  Lexham Green @2:30pm 
2nd Sunday  The Cottage @2:30pm 
3rd Sunday   Bryn Yr Haul @3:00pm 

 

Contact
Tel: 01352 754 341 

Web: www.ebenezermold.co.uk

Pantymwyn Contact 
Kelvin Redmile  01352 741 928 
Sundays at 11:30  village hall 


