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This is and Africa. 

This is the Common Ostrich  
of the Middle East and Africa. 

 

Ostrich was known for its feathers and plumage. It was also known for 
its habit of laying its eggs and going off without incubating them, letting 
the sun incubate them (Job 39:13-18). The species used to be more 
common than now. Even with the prohibition against eating Ostrich 
meat in the Kosher diet, there are two Ostrich farms in Israel today. 
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S.D.G.….? by Jonathan Wells 

 
We often hear children objecting to a request to do something with an 
annoying reply of “Why?” or “What’s the point?”. Perhaps it doesn’t just 
apply to children. How often do we have similarly negative feelings about 
tasks or about our occupation, asking ourselves “Why am I doing this?” 
 
Last October we celebrated 500 years since the start of the Reformation, a 
great period of rediscovery of God. One of the most notable discoveries of 
the Reformation was joy, true happiness in God and in life. With the 
Reformation came a realisation that God loves us despite our failings, and 
that being loved by him makes us attractive. Jesus Christ’s death on the 
cross was the key moment for what Martin Luther called “the joyful 
exchange”. On the cross Jesus, who wasn’t guilty, took and faced God’s 
punishment for our guilt, so that we could be forgiven. 
 
What Luther’s discovery had made abundantly clear was that God is 
glorious, beautiful good, kind and generous. We can therefore actually 
enjoy God. Not hate. Not avoid. Enjoy. 
 
This message had big consequences for many, in all walks of life. One of the 

greatest composers of all time, Johann Sebastian Bach, was a 
whole-hearted follower of God and studied carefully the 
version of the Bible which had been translated into German by 
Luther a few years earlier. Bach came to realise that music, 
which had previously been very restricted in the church, was 

an expression of joy, showing the glory of God. As he composed his 
masterpieces he would often write three letters at the bottom of his 
manuscripts:  “S.D.G.” The letters stood for the Latin expression “Soli Deo 
Gloria”, meaning “Glory to God Alone”. Bach wasn’t a monk, a preacher, a 
church leader. He had what many would consider a secular job, although 
many of his compositions were for church use. Despite being a musical 
genius he was often opposed and criticised by the people of his day, 
including some of his employers.  However J. S. Bach saw that in his daily 
routine of composing music he was doing something that he expressed joy 
in God. Being a Christian made a huge difference to his attitude to his daily 
activities.  So he kept writing the letters:  “S.D.G.”     
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Not many of us have high profile and creative occupations like Bach’s. Yet, 
God has given us things he wants us to do and be, whether in employment, 
raising children, caring for the needy, or perhaps even in being cared for.  It 
would be worth us considering how we could apply Bach’s attitude to our 
daily routines. Can we come to the end of the day and write in our diaries  
“S.D.S.” Glory to God Alone?      
 
When a group of scholars got together in Westminster in the 1640s to try to 
capture the great message of the gospel in a form that could be taught to 
and recited by people who didn’t necessarily read, they started with the 
question “What is the chief end (the purpose) of man?” the answer being:  
“Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever”. 
 
The Bible gives us this encouragement “Whatever you do, whether in word 
or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him. 
S.D.G. 
 
Acknowledgement:  The thoughts for this article were triggered by a little 

book:  Freedom Movement - 500 Years of Reformation by 
Michael Reeves. It is one of the shortest books I have ever 
read, but is really excellent.   
  
This beautifully illustrated and inspiring book draws 
readers into celebration of the new life, radical change, 

and simple hope that a love of Christ and for his Word brings.  
Available from ‘10 of Those’ for 0.85p 
 
 

STOP PRESS & PRAISE! 
Here she is, Zipporah meaning 
beautiful and Zippy for short. Thanks 
once again for your financial aid and 
prayers which have contributed to us 
having her for our ministry in RCI. Join 
us as we dedicate her for God's work. 
Thanks, Tchoumou Family 
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Lamentations 3 – SO you think your life’s rough! 

 by Kelvin Redmile 

Imagine a pile of rubble. It’s full of stone and 

collapsed masonry, it’s got barbed wire in it; 

there’s a baby rattle; a wheel of a trolley, and 

yet sticking out of the pile is the corner of a plaque. This plaque has 

got a golden frame around it; a dusty glass covering has a small crack 

in the corner which you can’t really see. Somehow it has survived the 

destruction, the demolition that has instigated all this rubble. Similar 

piles of this rubble cover the landscape for miles. There is the smell 

of destruction all around and small smouldering fires can be seen 

among distant ruins. 

The plaque is removed from the rubble carefully, it is dusted down 

and we can now see the inscription on it. Our hearts are uplifted by 

the words written there. It’s a piece of fine embroidery and someone 

has stitched into this framed fabric the following words: - 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The plaque is taken home; given a nice polish and brush up. The wall 

facing the window which receives the morning sun is a good place for 

it to be hung; so that the golden frame is seen to glisten as we awake 

and come downstairs. 

Who wrote such wonderful words? Our writer is male*, and he is a 

troubled soul. He describes himself as an afflicted man. A man 

experiencing real pain and fear and it overwhelms him. (Lam. v1-3). 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;  

his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning;  

Great is your faithfulness.  

“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,  

“therefore, I will hope in him.” 

Lamentations 3:22-23 
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One who feels like a dead man walking– broken and numb. (v4-6). A 

captive where every escape route is blocked. He is his own worst 

enemy. (v7-9) A troubled soul who feels completely helpless. (v10-

12). There is sychological pain too. People are laughing at him talking 

about him, ignoring him. (V11-15). His splendour has gone. His glory 

falls short of God’s standard. Smacked in the mouth, trampled over; 

he has no peace and has forgotten what “well-being” feels like. (v16-

18) 

He sits in the rubble of his life – a sorry sight! Yet he’s a man! He’s 

going to show some determination and grit. As he sits in the rubble 

of his life; he is going to declare the only way of coping. 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
How is he able to experience God’s mercies and compassion every 
day when he is so sorely afflicted? The answer is this - that God is the 
object of his worship, so God’s mercies are new every morning.  
 
When a comfortable life style, good health, good happy relationships, 
or great entertainment are the objects of our worship, then, when 
they are gone, we are going to struggle bigtime because they are just 
passing gods. This afflicted man says, “The Lord is my portion” That’s 
where his heart is. It’s safe in Christ’s arms – not unsafe in the arms 
of this world. 
 
So, when you feel like your life is falling apart into a big heap of 
rubble; remember this afflicted man! If the rubble is the consequence 
of sin; a broken relationship, ill health, the loss of a value loved one, 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;  

his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning;  

Great is your faithfulness.  

“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,  

“therefore, I will hope in him.”  

Lamentations 3:22-23 
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10. My middle name is James 

your pending death, financial woes, loneliness or seemingly just 
being ignored by all around then Lamentations 3 v19-22 is for YOU. 
 
So, what are we going to do with the plaque on the wall? Are we 
going to take it off the wall of our centrally heated little palace and 
put it back where it belongs, back amidst the rubble, back into the 
place of pain, heartache and sorrow where these 3 verses can truly 
shine and be proven to be true. 
 
They are not promises that God is going to give you a wonderful 
comfortable life. They are instructions as to how to find hope when 
life is tough.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
* Thought to be Jeremiah, ‘The weeping prophet’ at the death of King 
Josiah 
 

 

 

“It is good to wait quietly for 

the salvation of the LORD.”    
Lam 3:26 

Who Am I?  

1. I can play the saxophone (a bit) 

2. My favourite food is roast beef dinner 

3. I studied archaeology at university 

4. I got an E for Spanish GCSE 

5. I grew up with a 3 legged dog 

6. I met my wife in Spain 

7. I can't stand arsenal FC 

8. I love coffee 

9. I have had my tonsils out 
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Fixing Our Focus by Krys McPeters 

Focus. A daily battle for a lot of people – including me. I have a tendency to be 
easily distracted. My mind just bounces from one place to another. Whether it 
be listening to a long lecture or even just carrying a simple conversation, 
something else captures my attention and pulls me away from the topic at 
hand. Although this might not always seem like a big deal, it can sometimes 
be a very big deal. 

Let me give you a true life, and somewhat embarrassing, example. 
Very recently, I was walking home with my two sisters from our Bible study. 
Before we left, my parents gave me explicit instructions to make sure that my 
9-year-old sister remembered to look both ways before crossing any streets. 
Just as we reached our first road to cross, it happened. I was distracted. I let 
my thoughts get away from me and I was the one who walked out into the 
middle of the road! Ironically, it was that same 9-year-old sister who had to 
pull me out of the road just before a minivan turned the 
corner! (And just as a side note, we still laugh about the 
irony of the whole situation. My little sister will never 
let me live that one down. She retells it every chance 
she gets!) 

God tells us through His Word that we are to keep our thoughts fixed on Him. 
But let’s be honest. How often do we let ourselves get sidetracked from one 
thing to another?  Losing our focus can be a dangerous thing in various 
situations, for many different reasons. But the point I’m trying to make is, it 
can be especially dangerous in our walk with Christ. 

Christ tells us to be careful not to walk blindly into the ways of the world, and 
oh how easily we become distracted by culture. One thing or another grabs 
for our attention and then we do it – we get distracted and “walk out in the 
middle of the road” as it were; a road where a truckload of sin and regrets is 
ready to knock us right off our feet. It even says in Luke 21:34, 
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“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a 
trap.” (ESV) 

But how can we stay focused? How can we keep our focus on what really 
matters? Let me tell you three simple steps that help me in everyday life. 

Limit Your Distractions 
It can be easy to lose focus when you’re constantly surrounding yourself with 
things that will distract you from what you’re meant to be doing. These 
distractions could look like anything, from television, to 
books, to obsessing over that boy/girl you like; 
literally anything.  

Although this may seem daunting at first, try limiting the 
amount of distractions that are vying for your attention. A 
good way to measure what those distractions are is to 
figure out what you like to do in your free time.  When 
you find yourself with nothing to do – what do you find yourself doing? Now, 
I’m not saying that you should completely cut out anything that you might 
find enjoyable. I’m simply saying to maybe dial them down a bit. (Do we really 
need to check our Instagram feed every 5 minutes? Do our phones need to be 
permanently attached to our hands?) Try to limit yourself on certain things 
that you know are taking away from your personal relationship with Christ. I 
can guarantee you that this will make focusing much easier for you. 

Lots of Prayer, Lots of Scripture 
Now that you’ve weeded through the distractions, what will you do with some 
of this free time?  I know this sounds like a cliché answer, but spending more 
time with your Creator is a great place to start! God wants nothing more than 
for us to dig into His Word and talk to Him through prayer. He wants a 
relationship with you.  Are you keeping that relationship alive? Do you set 
aside time with just Him? Do you talk to Him?  Do you enjoy digging into His 
word to learn more about Him? If not, start today!  Purpose to spend time 
alone with God; make it a habit. You will soon start to notice a growing, 
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burning desire to love and follow Him that you may not have felt before. You 
might even notice how much easier it becomes to walk away from the sins 
and distractions of the world. 
 
Keep Your Eyes Forward 
So, let’s see where we are.  We’ve rid ourselves of unnecessary distractions. 
We’ve been digging into God’s word and spending time with Him. We think 
we’re doing such a great job and then it hits us. Regret – remembering those 
past mistakes that we can’t change and so desperately wish that we could. 
Our past has an uncanny way of taking our focus off of our present and our 
future.  This is a time when we need to remember one simple phrase:  

I. Am. Redeemed. 
I just love how those three small words can make such a big impact!  
I. Am. Redeemed. You. Are. Redeemed.  

You don’t need to focus on the past, because through the blood of Jesus 
Christ all those past regrets have been washed away. This is grace.  Grace 
helps us to stay focused on the reality of the present. We have the ability to 
stay focused not because of what we’ve done, but because of what Christ has 
done.  If you keep your focus on your past, then you’ve accomplished exactly 
what Satan wants: nothing. 

You can’t reach your final destination if you keep looking back. God is always 
pushing us to look ahead. It even says in Proverbs 4:25, 

“Let your eyes look directly forward, and your gaze be straight before you.” 
(ESV) 

Focus. It is easier said than done.  It’s not always convenient. It’s not always 
easy. But at the end of the day, it’s totally worth it. 

“Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When 
Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” 
~ Colossians 3:2-4 (ESV) 
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“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” Acts 16:31 
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT: Sent in by Elaine Redmile 
 
If you are not saved, your first step in this new year must be giving your 
heart and life to the Lord Jesus Christ. If I had a thousand lives to live, I’d 
give Him every one of them. I really would. 
I came to Jesus Christ as a teen. If I had understood it sooner, I would have 
come sooner. I don’t care how young you are or how old you are, if you are 
reading this, you can be saved. I don’t care how good you are or how bad 
you are, there’s no one so good they don’t need to be saved and no one so 
bad they can’t be saved. 
The Bible says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” That doesn’t mean mere 
intellectual belief or just accepting some facts about Him.  It means trust. 
You can believe an airplane can fly; you don’t trust it until you get on it. 
Come to Jesus and I promise you, on the authority of the Word of God, He 
will save you instantly. He will be with you continually. He will keep you 
eternally. 
ACTION POINT: 
Commit your life to Jesus. Believe on Him. Trust Him and a transformation 
will take place. He will save you. He will satisfy you. He will secure you if 
you trust Him. 

 
For more from Love Worth Finding, please visit Pastor Adrian Rogers at www.lwf.org.  
 
 

 

 

 

Last Month’s ‘Who Am I?’ is… 

 

 

Rebekah Wynn or was it Lottie? 

http://www.crosswalkmail.com/nrfryjqprwrnqkpznthmcngcqjnkfhhkwdqcyyzprtykfkk_tlcvzjcwlljh.html
http://www.crosswalkmail.com/xggjvsdbjgjtdcbmtplqntkndstchllcgrdnvvmbjpvcpgg_tlcvzjcwlljh.html
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The Welcoming Team by Gwyneth and Graham Wright  

 

 

 

We are all grateful for the welcoming team, for their friendly smiles and 
cheery greetings as we enter the church building. Each with their own 
style! 

The second welcomer, often Graham or Gwyneth, is particularly picking 
up on visitors or newer folk. Who are they? Do we recognise them? 
Family or friends with an Eb regular? On holiday? Folk visiting family 
locally? New to the area? A local trying out church? Someone with 
problems/sadness/illness in their lives? Hoping to make friends?   People 
come to Eb for all sorts of reasons. 

Out of the crowd streaming in, especially 10.25-10.35!! we are trying to 
identify these individuals by name and help them feel comfortable, both 
in the building (Where’s the toilets? And cuppas? And what about the 
children?) and with the people (Where shall they sit? Maybe an 
introduction to someone?)  It can be quite a challenge! And we keep 
paper & pen handy! 

Some folk come and go; they want the church here for when it suits 
them! 

Others return and gradually get involved with the Eb church family.  We 
are very encouraged when folk go on courses like Christianity Explored, 
become Christians, get baptised, join a House group, join the church or 
start serving in any capacity. Which makes it all worthwhile. 

We’ve found some sentences from “Side by side” by Edward T Welch to 
be both helpful, and challenging. “Since we have been invited, welcomed 
and greeted by the Lord, we should do the same to others…. We are to 
especially welcome the visitor….  Greetings show respect and kindness to 
others….  We could ALL aim to speak with one person we don’t know, or 
don’t know well every time we gather with our Eb family.”     

Will You? 
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4 January 2018  
 
Dear Mrs Miller  
 

Thank you for your gift to the BMS World Mission 
Birthday Scheme.  

Your gift is helping to support health ministries 
around the world. In Chad, many children struggle 
to survive their first years of life. Malnutrition and 
disease threaten the health of the children in 
Chad, which has one of the highest mother and 
child mortality rates in the world. Through the BMS 
Birthday Scheme, we are able to support 
Guinebor 11 Hospital near Chad's capital 
N'Djamena. The hospital's new maternity centre is 
providing life-saving care to mothers and their 
new-borns, and the surgical and medical services 
are alleviating suffering in the local vulnerable 
community.  

Thank you for blessing others through the 
BMS Birthday Scheme.  

Yours sincerely  

 
Nikki Hargreaves  
Supporter Services Team Member  

RECEIPT No. 180158  

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 
£220.00 from Mold, Ebenezer Baptist Chapel  

 BMS reference No:  4093  
 Allocated as follows:  Birthday Scheme  

Should you have any questions regarding this 
receipt please contact Nikki Hargreaves on 
01235  
517638.  
 

PO Box 49 129 Broadway  
Didcot Oxfordshire OX11 8XA  
Tel: 01235 517700  

mail@bmsworldmission.org  
bmsworldmission.org  

mailto:mail@bmsworldmission.org
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FEEDING OF THE  400  BMS world News 

In France, it's hard to be a Christian. BMS World Mission is bringing 
young people together, helping them find community and spiritual 
nourishment.  

In October 2017, 400 young Baptists descended upon the city of 
Poitiers, 150 miles north of Bordeaux, ready to worship God at an 
event called Connexion 2017. Young people travelled from all over 
France. One girl came completely on her own, and many others came 
in groups of only five. There was laughter. There were tears. But 
most of all, there was a sense of family.  

Being a Christian in France can be lonely. "Young people are often 
the only ones in the classroom who are Christians," says Benjamin, a 
20-something French man. "With an event like this, we know we are 
not alone and we can worship the Lord together." Connexion creates 
a safe place for Christians to express their love for Christ, without 
fear of mockery, and gives the opportunity to gain spiritual 
sustenance for when they return home.  

Sue Wilson, a BMS worker in Paris, has run Connexion since 2015 with 
a small group of volunteers as part of her 
work with the French Baptist Federation. 
"Often churches have small youth groups, so 
an event like this lets Christians connect with 
one another and worship God," says Sue. 
Through your support for BMS, you've helped 
to show young French Christians that they're 
not alone.  

In Britain, youth festivals are common, with a wide variety to choose 
from. In France, this is not the case. Events like Connexion are rare. 
And yet, the 400 young Christians who gathered to worship there 
show that there is hope for Christianity in secular France. Please pray 
for them. Pray for the young Christians in France, who left Connexion 
revitalised in their faith. Pray that God would use them to share the 
gospel across the country.  
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Consider the Ostrich editor’s Choice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Ostrich of the Middle East and Africa. 

 
"The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, though they cannot compare with 
the wings and feathers of the stork. She lays her eggs on the ground and 
lets them warm in the sand, unmindful that a foot may crush them, that 
some wild animal may trample them. She treats her young harshly, as if 
they were not hers; she cares not that her labour was in vain, for God did 
not endow her with wisdom or give her a share of good sense. Yet when 
she spreads her feathers to run, she laughs at horse and rider. Job 39:13 
 
God describes the Ostrich to Job. He does not judge the Ostrich; he simply 
describes her as she is, but ends with the one thing she can do. She can run 
faster and longer than a horse and its rider. There are days when we may 
feel as hopeless as an Ostrich but there is always one 
thing you can do to the glory of your creator.  
 

[God divides] to every man severally as he 
will; giving one man this gift, and another that; 
imparting such a measure to one, and such a portion to 
another, just as seems good in his sight. For as his 
special grace in regeneration is dispensed when and 
where, and to whom he pleases so by the same spirit 
he gives to each one just as he determines. 
1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (paraphrase) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For free delivery order by 6th March from 
www.realeasteregg.co.uk 

Also available from 

 



 

Being Organised 
  

“Teach us to number our days, 

   that we may gain a heart of wisdom”  

 Psalm 90 v12 

You don't have to be perfect to be 
organised.”  

― Monika Kristofferson 
 

Questions for family discussion 

1. What are the benefits of being organised? 

2. What can the consequences of not being 

organised be? 

3.  In what ways can you be more organised? 

4. Who can you ask for help to be more organised? 

 

 

 

How colourful can 

you make this 

bedroom & closet? 

children’s pullout page 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjnitaF8evYAhXCC-wKHbVyAPkQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://www.cartoonstock.com/directory/d/disorganization.asp&psig=AOvVaw1FcExvf6HnSKVlEigDpI1V&ust=1516720937917151
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/14050873.Monika_Kristofferson


 

My favourite food is:            My favourite colour is: 

 



 

      Who’s Who and What’s on 
 

“Worshipping God, loving his people,  
 making and equipping disciples... 

locally and globally.” 
 
 

 

Pastor 
Rev. John Richards 

Assistant Pastor 
Rev. Ben Slatter 

Elders 
Dr. Jonathan Edwards 

Mr. Jonathan Wells  
Mr. Matthew Wynn 

Sunday Services 
Morning Service 10:30am 
Junior Church & Young Teens 10:30am 
Evening Service 6:00pm 

 
 

Deacons 
Mrs. Alison Bennett 

Mr. James Mitton 
Secretary: Mr. Allan Peters  

Treasurer: Mr. Kelvin Redmile 
Mr. Andrew Scarsbrook 
Mr. Jonathan Sherwood 

Other Secretaries 
Administration: Anne Peters  

Gift Aid: Mrs. Diane Turner  
Gift Aid: Mrs. Helen Wynn          

 

Weekly Activities 
Bible Study 14-18…………………………………….…………………………7:30 alternate Sundays 
Prayer Meetings ………………………………..9:30-10:00 Sundays; 7:30-8:00am Mondays 

Coffee Morning/Luncheon & Bible Courses (see notice sheet) ………………..Tuesdays 

Prayer Meeting (Alternating with Home Groups) …………………….. 7:30pm Tuesdays 

Deaf Church ……………………………………………………………………….. 7:30pm Wednesdays 

Playcorner  (Term time) …………………………………………………….… 9:45am Wednesdays 

Playcorner  (Term time) ………………………………………………………….. 9:45am Thursdays 

Y Gorlan  …………………………………………………………………………  3:30-5:00pm Thursdays 

Junior Covenanters age 7-10 (Term time) ………….……………………….. 6:15pm Fridays 

Covenanters age 11+ (Term time) …………………………………………….… 7:30pm Fridays 

 

Residential Home Services 
Contact: Mr Graham Wright 
1st Sunday  Lexham Green @2:30pm 
2nd Sunday  The Cottage @2:30pm 
3rd Sunday   Bryn Yr Haul @3:00pm 

Contact  
Tel: 01352 754 341  

Web: www.ebenezermold.co.uk 
 

Pantymwyn Contact 
Kelvin Redmile  01352 741 928 
Sundays at 11:30  village hall 


