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A Book Review: by Mark Turner 

Title: Union With Christ 

Author: Rankin Wilbourne (Senior Pastor, 
Pacific Crossroads Church, Los Angles, U.S.A.) 

Publisher: David C Cook, Colorado Springs, 
4050 Vance Drive, CO 80918 U.S.A. (David C 
Cook U.K., Kingsway Communications, 
Eastbourne) 
Hardback, 320 pages. Four Parts:  

1. What is Union with Christ & why do we 
need it? 

2. Where did it come from? Where did it 
go? 

3. What problems does it solve? 
4. Union with Christ day-by-day 

 

Firstly, I should tell you my motive for buying this book.  Towards the 
end of August 2017 I read, “I have made you known to them and I 
will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for 
me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.” John 17 v. 26   

Sure I was familiar with the doctrine of union with Christ, in fact it is 
a key doctrine in the books of the Reformers and Puritans I love to 
read.  But now, I became alive to the fact I am melded with Christ—
He is there with me in absolutely every situation.  I understood this 
intellectually, but now it became my experience and I began to apply 
this to my daily walk with God.  This application brought with it new 
challenges to the pilgrimage that has so far taken me thirty-seven 
years.  I attended the Men’s Conference at Gwersyllt the beginning 
of October and when this book was plugged I knew it was bound to 
be of help to me.  I’m glad to report it’s been better than I’d 
imagined. 
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Tim Keller comments on the sleeve: “This is simply the best book for 
laypeople on this subject.” Well, Pastor Wilbourne has also produced 
simply the best book on sailing for landlubbers too.  Among his 
outstanding illustrations are our efforts to earn God’s favour and 
salvation are akin to standing in a sailboat and blowing into the sail 
to get us to our destination; the drills that sailors perform in order to 
be prepared for storms and, also, the sailors’ expectations of 
entering the ‘Doldrums.’ 

As he makes abundantly clear, this is not a new doctrine; it is traced 
through the history of the Church from earliest times (the endnotes / 
bibliography in this book are excellent, accounting for 32 pages).  
What he shows is that we have wrung this teaching out of our 
appreciation of Christ, preferring external (tangible) blessings. 

I really am in one spirit with the author on his sentiment surrounding 
baptism (once I’d worked it out), but he’s presented it in a confused 
fashion.  He seeks to emphasise the ‘what’ of baptism but in passing 
over the ‘whom’ he questions “children or adults” rather than 
considering the basis of ‘believe and be baptised’.  He may have 
done better to skip the subject. 

There is one aspect of the book I particularly appreciate, that is, his 
treatment of Suffering through the lens of our union with Christ—a 
lens I had never peered through before, but it is the lens I have now 
adopted, through which I’m now enabled to interpret the suffering 
of the Christian as another evidence they are joined in union to a 
Suffering Christ. 

I look forward to using my new lens to study the Bible in future years; 
but for today I am satisfied to know (even if I don’t feel) my sure 
union with Jesus Christ. 



Hi from Oruro 
Life as it is...(159) by Jule Noble, prison worker in Bolviia with Latin Link 
 
Tuesdays 
 
I leave the house at 8am, walking just over half a mile – to avoid the city 
centre traffic jam before taking a bus to the north. I get off at the prison 
and check that the six volunteers doing discipleship classes today arrive 
punctually. They begin their prayer and reflection before entering the 
prison and I head for Renacer, the young offenders’ centre. 
 

From the prison to Renacer is one mile. 
As I walk I count and steer clear of the 
dogs loose on the street. The most I have 
seen is forty-five, including one dead dog 
and one on a lead. Today it is only 
twenty-three. 
 

The thin dragoneante lets me in at Renacer, I say hello to the administrator, 
sign the attendance book and leave my ID card. For a while the police made 
us leave our mobile phones on the way in but they have eased off on that 
again. I greet the boys doing chores; two peeling potatoes in the patio, two 
cleaning the food store, two in the kitchen and two sweeping. “Choca,” 
they say - which means fair skinned here. Doña Filo, the cook, is cheerful as 
always and hugs and kisses me. 
 
I spend an hour practising reading with E. pleased she is picking it up 
quickly. Being detained at Renacer has had some advantages for her. Not 
only is she learning to read and write, but last week she managed to get her 
ID card and birth certificate. On Saturday morning she greeted Janeth and 
me with an excited, “I exist!” She has tough decisions to make about her 
future one of which is not to associate with her mother once she leaves 
Renacer. While we are reading, a couple of 
electricians come into the classroom, hopefully, 

bringing an end to the power cuts Renacer has 
been suffering.  
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On Saturdays afternoons we have classes with all the boys, currently 
twenty-four of them. Last Saturday they were very difficult and one boy 
was asked to leave the class. Today he is on bakery duty but idling in the 
patio with another lad and the teacher. They still have not worked out how 
the oven donated to the Renacer bakery works. He complains that I did not 
give him the worksheets for Saturday’s session.  They have to complete all 
the sheets to get a certificate. I chat to him about his behaviour on Saturday 
and explain that we will not tolerate bullying in our classes.  
 
The #2 Youth Court judge continues to notify Prison Fellowship Oruro to 
assist in the implementation of restorative justice mechanisms in different 
cases. At the moment we have four cases at the investigation stage – so just 
explain to the young person, their family and possibly the victim what 
restorative justice is - and one with a lad on alternatives to custody – who 
denies any involvement in crime. 
 
I talk about restorative justice with a boy who is accused under the 
Controlled Substances Law. He says he was arrested because a large 
quantity of drugs was found at his workplace but he had nothing to do with 
them. His mother was in the prison on unrelated charges but he thinks she 
has now been released. To be on the safe side, he says, it is probably better 
to contact his sister.  
 
Walking home I visit the bookstalls in the main 
square. One of the boys wants a John Katzenbach 
book. I find a stall which has several pirated titles 
but do not know which he has read.   
 
In the afternoon there are visits to be made to the 
boys’ families. Simo accompanies me and is a great help in locating houses 
where the address is incomplete or inaccurate. People are less suspicious of 
her than they are of a foreigner asking at the corner shop where such and 
such a family lives. Every situation is complicated. The visits involve a lot of 
listening and often tears. 
 
Jules    
31st October 2017  

9 



  

 

Use the code to colour the picture 



Questions for family discussion 

1. What is the greatest gift of Christmas? 
2. Why did Jesus come to the Earth? 
3. Who did Jesus come to save and serve? 

 

“The greatest and most momentous fact which the history of the world records is the fact 
of Christ’s birth.” ~Charles H. Spurgeon  

 

“Christmas is based on an exchange of gifts, the gift of God to man – His unspeakable gift 
of His Son, and the gift of man to God – when we present our bodies a living 
sacrifice.” ~Vance Havner 
  
 

Christmas Word Search 
 

D P Z J Q J T A F E T S Y W J 

A T U W O A P H Q A A D B G O 

A R E S V O M Q B M M Y F E L 

E S E E G N J F T K T I B M R 

R P E T P R E S E N T S L O I 

H W E B U U I Q B U W H S Y I 

H I A K Y R W C J Y L Y E R L 

I I C T H K F N S D S F B A U 

N Q A C P C C O Y W P B B M C 

O N N T D K D E M J T N O U Z 

P H G S U S E J C Y G O D D M

Q S E E P X J C O A F A K K L 

Y T L W O H Z J V F E K X P U 

H R S J I G G F F I W P H R J 

V H Y W T L C W R H B Y V Z S 

 
ANGELS CHRISTMAS FAMILY 

GOD JESUS JOSEPH 

JOY MARY PEACE 
 



 

Who’s Who and What’s on 
at Ebenezer Baptist Church   Mold 

“Worshipping God, loving his people, 
 making and equipping disciples...

locally and globally.”

Pastor 
Rev. John Richards 

Assistant Pastor 
Rev. Ben Slatter 

Elders 
Dr. Jonathan Edwards 
Mr. Jonathan Wells  

Mr. Matthew Wynn 

Sunday Services 
Morning Service 10:30am 
Junior Church & Young Teens 10:30am 
Evening Service 6:00pm 

 
 

Deacons 
Mrs. Alison Bennett 

Mr. James Mitton 
Secretary: Mr. Allan Peters 

Treasurer: Mr. Kelvin Redmile 
Mr. Andrew Scarsbrook 
Mr. Jonathan Sherwood 

Other Secretaries 
Administration: Anne Peters 

Gift Aid: Mrs. Diane Turner 
Gift Aid: Mrs. Helen Wynn         

 

Weekly Activities 
Bible Study 14-18…………………………………………………………….7:30 alternate Sundays 
Prayer Meetings ………………………………9:30-10:00 Sundays; 7:30-8:00am Mondays 
Coffee Morning/Luncheon & Bible Courses (see notice sheet) ………………..Tuesdays 
Prayer Meeting (Alternating with Home Groups) …………………….. 7:30pm Tuesdays 
Deaf Church ……………………………………………………………………….. 7:30pm Wednesdays 
Playcorner  (Term time) …………………………………………………….… 9:45am Wednesdays 
Playcorner  (Term time) ………………………………………………………….. 9:45am Thursdays 
Y Gorlan  …………………………………………………………………………  3:00-5:00pm Thursdays 
Junior Covenanters age 7-10 (Term time) ………….……………………….. 6:15pm Fridays 
Covenanters age 11+ (Term time) …………………………………………….… 7:30pm Fridays 
 

Residential Home Services 
Contact: Mr Graham Wright 
1st Sunday  Lexham Green @2:30pm 
2nd Sunday  The Cottage @2:30pm 
3rd Sunday   Bryn Yr Haul @3:00pm 

Contact
Tel: 01352 754 341 

Web: www.ebenezermold.co.uk

 

Pantymwyn Contact 
Kelvin Redmile  01352 741 928 
Sundays at 11:30  village hall 


